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Welcome 

to  English  Language  Arts  8 


There  are  seven  modules  in  this  course.  It  is  recommended  that  you  work  through  the  modules  in  order  because 
the  concepts  and  skills  introduced  in  one  module  will  be  reinforced,  extended,  and  applied  in  later  modules. 
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General  Course  Information 


Required  Resources 


The  English  Language  Arts  8 course  materials  consist  of  seven 
Student  Module  Booklets  and  fourteen  Assignment  Booklets.  In 
addition  to  the  course  materials,  you  will  need  the  following  resources, 
which  are  available  from  the  Learning  Resources  Centre: 

• the  textbook  Crossroads  8 

• the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students 

• one  of  these  novels:  Holes  by  Louis  Sachar;  The  True  Confessions  of 
Charlotte  Doyle  by  Avi;  The  Tuesday  Cafe  by  Don  Trembath;  Walk  Two  Moons 
by  Sharon  Creech 


• a dictionary,  such  as  Gage  Canadian  Dictionary  or  Canadian  Oxford 
Dictionary,  and  a thesaurus 


Following  is  a list  of  equipment  that  you  will  be  required  to  use.  You  may  wish  to 
discuss  the  availability  of  equipment  with  your  teacher. 

• You  will  need  a computer  with  CD-ROM  drive  to  view  the  multimedia 
programs  that  come  with  the  course.  It  is  recommended  that  the  computer 
have  a word-processing  program,  such  as  Microsoft®  Word,  installed  on  it. 
The  computer  should  be  connected  to  the  Internet. 

• To  listen  to  the  English  Language  Arts  8 Audio  CDs  that  come  with  the  course 
materials,  you  may  use  a CD  player  or  a computer  with  a CD-ROM  drive. 

• You  will  need  some  way  to  record  oral  assignments.  You  may  choose  to 
use  an  audiocassette  recorder  or  a computer  equipped  with  recording 
capability. 

You  will  also  need  a notebook  or  binder  with  lined  paper  to  respond  to 
questions  from  the  Student  Module  Booklet  and  a separate  notebook  for 
journal  writing. 
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Other  Resources 


LearnAlberta.ca  is  a protected  digital  learning  environment  for 
Albertans.  This  Alberta  Education  portal  is  a place  where  you  can 
support  your  learning  by  accessing  resources  for  projects,  homework, 
help,  review,  or  study.  You  can  find  it  at  the  following  address: 

http://www.learnalberta.ca 


LearnAlberta.ca  contains  a large  Online  Reference  Centre  that  includes 
multimedia  encyclopedias,  journals,  newspapers,  transcripts,  images,  maps, 
and  more.  The  National  Geographic  site  contains  many  current  video  clips  that 
have  been  indexed  for  Alberta  Programs  of  Study.  The  content  is  organized  by 
grade  level,  subject,  and  curriculum  objective.  Use  the  search  engine  to  quickly 
find  key  concepts.  Check  this  site  often  as  new  interactive  multimedia  segments 
are  being  added  all  the  time. 

If  you  find  a password  is  required,  contact  your  teacher  or  school  to  get  one.  No  fee 
is  required. 


Before  You  Begin 


Organize  your  materials  and  work  area  before  you  begin  so  that  you  have 
I everything  that  you  need.  You  should  have  a quiet  area  away  from  distractions  in 

‘ which  to  work. 


Read  all  the  directions  carefully  and  work  slowly  and  systematically  through  the 
material  in  the  Student  Module  Booklets.  Set  realistic  goals  for  yourself  each  day 
and  each  week,  so  that  you  will  complete  each  module  in  a reasonable  time.  Do 
your  assignments  regularly,  and  remember  to  review  and  proofread  your  work 
before  submitting  it  to  your  teacher.  Careful  work  habits  will  greatly  improve 
your  chances  for  success  in  English  Language  Arts  8. 


As  you  work  through  the  modules,  you  will  often  be  given  instructions 
asking  you  to  work  with  a partner  or  in  a group.  Your  partner  can  be  a 
friend,  classmate,  or  family  member.  You  do  not  need  to  work  with  the 
same  partner  all  of  the  time.  Moreover,  the  communication  does  not 
always  need  to  be  face-to-face.  You  may  communicate  with  others 
over  the  telephone  or  through  e-mail. 


General  Course  Information 
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Special  Course  Features 

The  following  are  special  features  of  English  Language  Arts  8: 

• Journal  Entry.  Your  journal  is  a collection  of  your  personal 
writing  where  you  can  explore  ideas  and  express  yourself. 


• Portfolio  Item.  Your  portfolio  is  a place  to  respond  to  texts  creatively 
using  a variety  of  techniques. 

• Vocabulary  Log.  Your  vocabulary  log  is  a way  to  help  you  expand 
your  vocabulary. 

You  will  meet  these  students  and  teachers  as  you  work  through  your 
Student  Module  Booklets. 


Jamal 


Mario 


Ms.  Elias 


Mr.  Channer 


8 English  Language  Arts  8:  Module 


Assessment 

There  are  two  Assignment  Booklets  for  each  of  the  seven 
modules  of  this  course.  Your  work  in  these  Assignment 
Booklets  will  be  submitted  to  your  teacher  for  assessment.  If  you 
have  difficulty  wi  th  any  of  the  assignments,  you  should  consult 
your  teacher. 


Your  final  mark  in  this  course  will  be  determined  by 

• the  quality  of  your  work  in  the  Assignment  Booklets 

• how  well  you  score  on  the  final  test 

• your  performance  on  other  tests  or  work  that  your  teacher  assigns 

• any  other  criteria  established  by  your  teacher  or  your  school 


Your  teacher  or  your  school  will  provide  information  about  how  your  marks  will 
be  distributed. 


You  will  find  many  visual  cues  in  this  course.  Colour  is  used  to  highlight  terms  that 
are  defined  in  the  Glossary.  You  will  also  find  several  icons  in  the  margins.  Read  the 
following  explanations  to  discover  what  the  various  icons  prompt  you  to  do. 


Use  one  of  the  textbooks. 


Use  one  of  the 
course  CDs. 


Explore  the  Internet. 


# 


View  television  or 
a feature  film. 


Get  together  with  a 
partner  or  a group. 


General  Course  Information 
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[(  Module  Overview 


Starting  Points 

The  rocket  ship  that  you  and  your  classmates  are  travelling  in  has  gone  off 
course  and  crash-landed  on  an  uninhabited  planet.  The  ship  is  disabled  and  the 
communication  system  is  out  of  order.  It  is  soon  apparent  that  you  vdll  not  be 
rescued  anytime  soon.  What  will  you  do?  Do  you  assess  the  situation?  Do  you 
consider  the  skills  and  materials  that  are  available?  Or,  do  you  just  charge  in  and 
hope  for  the  best?  Which  approach  will  be  the  most  effective? 

Beginning  a new  English  language  arts  course  is  a little  like  the  scenario  that  has  just 
been  described.  To  prepare  for  the  challenges  ahead,  you  need  to  assess  the  situation 
and  to  consider  the  skills  and  materials  that  are  available  to  you.  In  other  words,  you 
need  to  decide  on  your  approach  before  you  begin.  Module  1 is  designed  to  help  you 
plan  your  approach  to  English  Language  Arts  8. 

As  you  work  through  the  lessons  in  this  module,  you  will 

• become  familiar  with  the  format  of  the  course  and  the  resources  you  will  use 

• think  about  your  communication  skills 

• set  some  goals  for  yourself  for  the  course 

• examine  skills  and  strategies  that  will  help  you  work  effectively  with  others 

• explore  ways  of  responding  personally  to  texts 

• learn  how  to  access  and  evaluate  information 

• develop  your  research  skills 

These  starting  points  will  help  you  to  ensure  your  success  in  English  Language  Arts  8. 
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Assessment 

Your  mark  will  be  determined  by  your  work  in  the  Assignment  Booklets.  In  this 
module,  you  are  expected  to  complete  three  section  assignments  and  a final 
module  assignment.  The  mark  distribution  is  as  follows: 


Assignment  Booklet  1 A 

Section  1 Assignment 

40  marks 

Section  2 Assignment 

20  marks 

Assignment  Booklet  IB 

Section  3 Assignment 

37  marks 

Final  Module  Assignment 

18  marks 

Total 

115  marks 

Be  sure  to  check  with  your  teacher  if  this  mark  allocation  is  valid  for  you. 
Some  teachers  like  to  include  other  reviews  and  assignments. 


Module  Overview 
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Section  1 


[ ((  Getting  Started 


Do  you  enjoy  challenges?  Challenges  can  be 
exciting  but  they  can  also  be  a bit  scary.  One  way 
to  deal  with  the  scariness  of  a new  challenge  is  to 
examine  the  resources  that  are  available  to  you. 
That  way  you  can  prepare  yourself  for  what  lies 
ahead. 

Section  1 will  help  you  meet  the  challenges  of 
English  Language  Arts  8 by  preparing  you  for 
what  lies  ahead.  Lesson  1 explains  the  structure 
and  features  of  the  course.  In  Lesson  2 you  will 
preview  your  textbooks  and  review  the  features 
of  the  dictionary  and  the  thesaurus.  As  you  work 
through  Lessons  1 and  2 and  become  familiar 
with  the  resources  and  features  of  the  course, 
you  should  begin  to  feel  more  confident.  In 
Lesson  3 you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  reflect 
on  what  language  and  communication  skills  you 
have  now.  This  will  help  you  to  set  some  goals  for 
successfully  completing  English  Language  Arts  8. 

By  the  time  you  work  through  the  lessons 
in  this  section,  you  will  be  familiar  with  the 
organization  and  features  of  the  modules.  As 
well,  you  will  have  practised  your  previewing 
skills.  You  will  have  identified  the  goals  that  you 
want  to  reach  in  this  course  and  thought  about 
how  you  might  achieve  them.  When  you  have 
finished  Section  1 , any  fears  you  may  have  about 
the  challenges  of  English  Language  Arts  8 should 
have  disappeared. 
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Peter:  Modules?  Sections?  Lessons?  Portfolios? 

Megan:  It  sounds  kind  of  confusing. 

Ms.  Elias:  Don’t  worry.  This  lesson  should  clear  up  any  confusion  you  may  have 
about  the  course  materials  and  the  format  of  the  course. 

Student  Module  Booklets 

The  English  Language  Arts  8 package  you  are  using  consists  of  seven  units 
called  modules.  Each  module  is  made  up  of  a Student  Module  Booklet  and  two 
Assignment  Booklets.  Take  a few  minutes  now  to  familiarize  yourself  with  Starting 
Points,  the  Student  Module  Booklet  for  Module  1.  Note  some  of  the  features, 
such  as  the  information  pages  at  the  beginning,  the  Contents  pages,  the  Module 
Overview,  Journal  Entry  boxes,  icons,  and  the  Module  Summary. 

Sections  and  Lessons 

Each  Student  Module  Booklet  is  broken  down  into  several  sections — usually  three 
or  four  per  module.  Each  of  these  sections  is  divided  into  lessons.  The  lessons 
contain  instructional  material  and  questions.  Turn  to  the  Contents  pages  for  this 
module  to  find  out  how  many  sections  there  are  and  the  number  of  lessons  in  each 
one. 

Working  Through  the  Lessons 

The  lessons  in  the  Student  Module  Booklets  are  designed  to  help  you  learn 
the  concepts  and  skills  of  the  course.  Because  the  lessons  prepare  you  for  the 
assignments  in  the  Assignment  Booklets,  it  is  important  that  you  work  through 
the  lessons  before  you  go  to  the  Assignment  Booklets.  You  will  need  a notebook  or 
lined  paper  and  a binder  to  record  your  responses  to  questions  asked  in  the  Student 
Module  Booklets. 


Section  1:  Getting  Started 
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The  lessons  in  the  modules  are  meant  to  help  you 

• learn  a new  concept  or  skill 

• discover  new  ideas 

• develop  skills  in  communicating 

• reflect  on  strategies  you  use  to  successfully  complete  learning  tasks 

• test  yourself  on  what  you  remember  about  the  new  material 


text:  print  or 
non-print  material 
that  communicates 
a message 


As  you  work  through  the  lessons,  you  will  encounter  many  kinds  of  text.  Remember 
that  there  is  more  than  one  meaning  for  the  word  text.  While  text  often  refers  to 
print  material,  such  as  stories,  newspaper  articles,  and  books,  text  also  refers  to 
oral  and  visual  forms.  An  oral  text  is  spoken.  Examples  of  an  oral  text  are  a radio 
program  or  a story  told  by  your  grandmother.  A visual  text  is  something  you  view. 
Examples  of  a visual  text  include  a photograph  or  a poster.  Sometimes  a text  may 
be  a combination  of  forms,  as  in  a video. 


At  the  end  of  each  lesson,  you  will  usually  find  these  two  headings:  Glossary  and 
Suggested  Responses. 


When  an  important  term  is  introduced  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet,  it  appears 
in  coloured  type,  like  this.  The  term  is  defined  in  the  left-hand  margin.  You  will  also 
find  the  term  and  its  definition  in  the  Glossary. 


Helpful  comments  and  suggested  responses  for  the  questions  asked  in  the  Student 
Module  Booklets  are  provided  under  the  heading  Suggested  Responses.  This  lets 
you  see  if  you  are  on  the  right  track. 


Here  are  your  first  questions.  They 
aren't  very  difficult  ones,  but  they 
should  give  you  an  idea  of  how  your 
Student  Module  Booklet  is  designed. 


1.  On  what  page  do  you  find  each  of  the  following? 

a.  Module  Overview 

b.  Module  Summary 

c.  Section  3 introduction 

2.  Use  the  Glossary  on  page  19  in  this  Student  Module  Booklet  to  define  the  term 
vocabulary  log. 

3.  Wliat  does  it  signal  to  you  when  a term  is  highlighted  in  colour? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  19. 
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Icons 


Did  you  notice  icons  in  the  left-hand  margin  when  you  looked  through  this 
booldet?  These  icons  alert  you  to  a variety  of  activities.  They  are  explained  in  the 
introductory  pages  of  this  module;  be  sure  you  know  what  each  icon  means. 

4.  What  does  the  icon  on  page  20  prompt  you  to  do? 

Compare  your  responses  with  the  one  on  page  19. 


CDs 

You  probably  noticed  pages  containing  CDs  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet 
for  Module  1.  You  will  be  referred  to  these  CDs  from  time  to  time  throughout 
the  course.  Besides  providing  you  with  helpful  information  and  language  arts 
strategies,  these  CDs  will  help  you  improve  your  viewing  and  listening  skills. 

Your  Journal 

Throughout  this  course  you  will  be  writing  in  your  journal.  Your  journal  will  be  a 
private  record  unless  you  choose  to  share  it  with  someone.  Sometimes  you  will  be 
asked  to  use  an  entry  from  your  journal  for  an  assignment,  but  you  won’t  be  asked 
to  hand  in  your  entire  journal  for  assessment.  You  will  learn  more  about  journal 
writing  in  Lesson  3 of  Section  2. 


5.  What  are  the  number  and  letter  of  the  first  Journal  Entry  in  this  module? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  19. 


Section  1:  Getting  Started 
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Your  Portfolio 


portfolio: 

a collection  of  work, 
such  as  drawings, 
stories,  poems, 
photographs,  and 
the  like;  intended 
as  a sample  of  your 
work 


Your  portfolio  will  be  a collection 
of  your  work  that  you  wish  to  share 
with  others.  It  will  allow  you  to 
respond  creatively  using  a variety  of 
techniques.  The  material  that  you 
place  in  your  portfolio  will  provide 
opportunities  for  you  to  extend 
yourself  personally  and  creatively. 


You  will  be  given  suggestions 
throughout  each  module  for  items 
to  include  in  your  portfolio.  You  are 
not  expected  to  respond  to  every 
suggestion,  but  you  should  at  least 
look  them  over  and  consider  how  you  might  respond.  Of  course,  you  may  also  use 
your  own  ideas  for  portfolio  items.  To  keep  your  portfolio  organized,  use  a file  folder 
or  similar  cover  to  hold  the  materials.  You  will  receive  more  directions  about  your 
portfolio  in  Lesson  2 of  Section  2. 


6.  What  does  Portfolio  Item  lA  on  page  48  ask  you  to  do? 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  19. 
Vocabulary  Log 


context  clues: 
the  information 
in  a sentence  or 
paragraph  that 
lielpsyou  to 
understand  the 
meaning  of  an 
unknown  word 


Ms.  Elias:  Where  do  you  usually  meet  new  words? 

Jamal:  I come  across  new  words  when  I’m  reading  magazines  or  books  and  when 
I’m  listening  to  the  radio  or  TV. 

Ms.  Elias:  How  do  you  learn  their  meanings? 

Jamal:  If  I’m  reading  a textbook,  I will  usually  look  up  the  word  in  my  dictionary. 

If  I’m  reading  something  for  my  own  enjoyment,  I will  probably  try  to  figure  out 
tbe  meaning  from  context  clues. 
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vocabulary  log: 

a list  of  unfamiliar 
terms  and  their 
definitions:  meant 
to  help  increase 
your  vocabulary 


Annette:  You  can  always  ask  another  person  to  explain  the  word  to  you. 

Ms.  Elias:  Those  are  excellent  strategies.  The  trick  is  to  remember  the  new  word  and 
its  meaning.  It’s  best  to  write  them  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  now  you  have  learned  the  meaning  of  a great  many  words.  It  is  important, 
however,  to  continue  to  expand  your  vocabulary  so  that  you  will  be  able  to 
comprehend  any  messages  or  texts  that  you  encounter. 

One  way  to  expand  your  vocabulary  is  to  keep  a vocabulary  log,  a list  of  new  words 
that  you  want  to  remember.  Record  unfamiliar  words  and  expressions  in  a separate 
section  of  your  notebook,  and  make  a brief  note  of  where  you  found  them.  Use  the 
dictionary  to  find  an  appropriate  definition.  You  should  have  at  least  five  words  for 
every  module.  Some  of  the  words  you  put  in  your  vocabulary  log  will  come  from 
texts  you  encounter  in  English  Language  Arts  8.  You  can  also  add  new  words  that 
you  meet  in  other  places. 


Your  vocabulary  log  should  be  similar  to  the  one  that  follows. 


New  Word 

Source  of  Word 

Definition 

comprehend 

English  Language  Arts  8,  Module  1, 
page  17  . . . “be  able  to  comprehend” 

understand  fully 

English  Language  Arts  8,  Module  1, 

encounter 

page  14  . . . “encounter  many  kinds 

meet,  run  into 

of  text” 

transformations 

Crossroads  8,  page  10  . . . 

“The  Transformations  of  Cindy  R.” 

conversions,  changes 

You  will  be  asked  to  submit  a vocabulary  log  with  the  second  Assignment  Booklet 
of  each  module.  Go  to  the  Final  Module  Assignment  in  Assignment  Booklet  IB  to 
familiarize  yourself  with  the  vocabulary  log. 
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Assignment  Booklets 

Every  module  in  English  Language  Arts  8 has  two  Assignment  Booklets.  A visual 
cue  like  the  one  that  follows  signals  you  to  turn  to  your  Assignment  Booklet  and 
respond  to  a question: 


Usually,  you  vtdll  be  directed  to  an  Assignment  Booklet  at  the  end  of  each  lesson. 
Assessment  criteria  and  checklists  are  generally  included  with  each  assignment  to 
help  guide  your  responses.  When  each  Assignment  Booklet  is  completed,  you  will 
be  told  to  submit  it  to  your  teacher  for  assessment.  Your  teacher  vUll  give  you 
feedback  on  your  assignments  to  show  you  what  you  did  well  and  where  you  can 
improve.  If  you  have  worked  carefully  through  the  lessons  in  each  section,  you  will 
be  well  prepared  for  your  assignments. 

You  may  choose  to  use  a computer  and  a word-processing  program  to  respond  to 
the  questions  in  your  Assignment  Booklets.  If  you  do,  attach  your  printout  (clearly 
labelled)  to  the  booklet.  Your  teacher  may  also  supply  you  vUth  an  electronic  file 
that  allows  you  to  submit  your  lessons  by  e-mail. 

Some  Hints  for  Doing  Assignments 

• Follow  directions  carefully.  Ask  questions  about  what  you  do  not  understand. 

• Take  time  to  do  your  assignments  well. 

• If  you  are  handwriting  your  responses,  write  neatly  in  blue  or  black  ink. 

• Carefully  proofread  and  edit  each  assignment. 

Be  sure  that  the  assignments  for  each  module  are  complete  before  submitting 
them. 


In  this  lesson  you  were  introduced  to 
the  Student  Module  Booklet  and  the 
Assignment  Booklet.  In  the  next 
lesson  you  will  preview  the  resources 
that  you  will  use  for  this  course. 
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Glossary 


context  clues:  the  information  in  a sentence  or 
paragraph  that  helps  you  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  an  unknown  word 


text:  print  or  non-print  material  that 


portfolio:  a collection  of  work,  such  as 
drawings,  stories,  poems,  and  the  like; 
intended  as  a sample  of  your  work 


communicates  a message;  for  example, 
a poem,  a photograph,  a video,  a song, 
a web  page,  or  a story  told  by  someone’s 
grandmother 


vocabulary  log:  a list  of  unfamiliar  terms  and 
their  definitions;  meant  to  help  increase 
your  vocabulary 


Suggested  Responses 


1.  a.  The  Module  Overview  begins  on  page  10.  The  Module  Overview  introduces  you  to  the  topic  for 

the  module.  As  well,  it  tells  you  what  the  objectives  are  for  the  module.  The  Module  Overview 
continues  on  page  1 1 with  a graphic  organizer  that  tells  you  the  title  of  the  module  and  the 
title  and  number  of  each  section  of  the  module.  You  will  also  find  assessment  information  on 
that  page. 

b.  The  Module  Summary  is  found  on  page  86. 

c.  Section  3 introduction  is  found  on  page  59.  Each  section  begins  with  an  introduction  page  that 
tells  you  about  the  concepts  and  skills  you  will  be  working  on  in  that  section. 

2.  A vocabulary  log  is  a list  of  unfamiliar  terms  and  their  definitions.  It  is  meant  to  help  increase  your 
vocabulary. 

3.  When  a term  is  highlighted  in  colour,  it  signals  that  it  is  an  important  term  and  that  it  is  defined  in 
the  Glossary  as  well  as  in  the  left-hand  margin. 

4.  The  icon  on  page  20  prompts  you  to  use  one  of  the  textbooks. 

5.  The  number  and  letter  of  the  first  Journal  Entry  in  this  module  are  lA. 

6.  Portfolio  Item  lA  asks  you  to  respond  to  a RAFTS  sentence. 


Image  Credits 


All  images  in  this  lesson  were  created  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  with  the  following  noted  exceptions: 


Page 


1 3 left:  PhotoDisc  Collection / Getty  Images 

right,  both:  Kevin  Peterson /PhotoDisc /Getty 
Images 


16  bottom  left:  Kevin  Peterson/PhotoDisc/Getty 
Images 

bottom  centre:  PhotoDisc  Collection /Getty 
Images 


14  PhotoDisc  Collection/ Getty  Images 

15  PhotoDisc /Getty  Images 


1 8 PhotoDisc  Collection/ Getty  Images 
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Lesson  2:  Previewing  Your  Resources 


This  lesson  will  give  you  the  opportunity  to  preview  the  resources  you  will  be  using 
preview:  survey,  for  this  course.  Reread  the  information  on  page  6 of  this  module  to  make  sure  that 
examine  briefly  yQ^j  have  access  to  the  resources  needed. 


You  will  begin  by  previewing  your  textbooks — Crossroads  8 and  the  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students.  However,  before  you  do  this, 
turn  to  pages  155  and  156  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook,  and  read 
“Previewing,”  which  explains  how  to  effectively  preview  a text. 


Crossroads  8 


Use  what  you  have  learned  about  previewing  effectively  to  familiarize  yourself  with 
your  textbooks.  Begin  by  looking  through  your  Crossroads  8. 

Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 


graphics: 
representations 
such  as  drawings, 
photographs, 
charts,  and 
illustrations 


• What  does  the  title  of  this  book  suggest  to  me? 

• What  do  the  cover  illustrations  of  Crossroads  8 suggest  to  me? 

• How  is  the  table  of  contents  arranged? 

• What  kind  of  information  does  this  book  contain? 

• What  kinds  of  graphics  does  it  have  inside? 

• Are  there  any  special  features  to  help  me  read  and  understand  the  text? 

• Which  chapters  or  sections  look  the  most  interesting?  Why? 

• Wliich  chapters  or  sections  look  the  most  challenging?  Why? 


20 


English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  1 


Nellen:  I notice  there  are  two  tables  of  contents  in  this  textbook. 

Mr.  Channer:  Yes,  the  first  one  is  arranged  according  to  units.  You  can  see  at 
a glance  that  the  units  contain  a variety  of  texts.  In  the  Alternate  Table  of 
Contents,  the  texts  are  arranged  by  type. 

1.  List  two  features  of  Crossroads  8 that  you  think  will  be  helpful  to  you  in  using 
this  textbook.  Explain  why. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  27. 

English  Language  Arts  Handbook 

A writer’s  handbook  is  a reference  book  containing  information  on  language  rules 
and  usage.  Take  a few  minutes  to  examine  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 
Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

• What  do  the  images  shown  in  the  cover  illustrations  suggest  to  me? 

• What  kind  of  information  does  this  book  contain? 

• How  is  the  table  of  contents  arranged? 

• What  kinds  of  graphics  does  it  have  inside? 

• Which  sections  look  the  most  helpful?  Why? 

• Are  there  any  special  features  to  help  me  read  and  understand  the  text? 

2.  List  two  features  of  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  that  you  think  will  be 
helpful  to  you  in  using  this  textbook.  Explain  why. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  27. 

You  will  find  that  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  will  be  a valuable  resource 
for  English  Language  Arts  8.  Two  other  resources  that  will  help  you  in  this  course 
are  the  dictionary  and  the  thesaurus. 
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The  Dictionary 


A dictionary  is  a valuable  writing  tool.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that  you  learn  to 
use  a dictionary  effectively.  Read  “Using  a Dictionary”  on  pages  185  to  191  of  your 
English  Language  Arts  Handbook.  Then  answer  the  following  questions  in  complete 
sentences. 

3.  a.  What  is  an  entry  word? 

b.  How  are  the  entry  words  in 
a dictionary  arranged? 

4.  a.  What  are  guide  words? 

b.  What  is  the  purpose  of  guide 
words? 

5.  Special  dictionaries  are  useful 
for  locating  specific  information. 

What  dictionary  would  you  use  to 
find  out  when  author  Lucy  Maud 
Montgomery  was  born? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  27. 

6.  Study  the  section  titled  “The  Parts  of  a Dictionary  Entry”  on  pages  189  and  190 
of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook.  Then,  in  your  notebook,  answer  the 
following  questions  about  this  dictionary  entry  for  the  word  happy. 


hap-py  (hap'e)  adj.  -pi*er,-pi*est.  1 feeling  or  showing 
pleasure  and  joy;  glad;  pleased;  contented.  2 lucky, 
fortunate:  By  a happy  chance,  I found  the  lost  money. 

3 clever  and  fitting;  apt;  successful  and  suitable:  a happy 
way  of  expressing  an  idea.  [ME  happy  < hap] — 

Syn.  1 joyful;  delighted.  See  glad.  2 favourable. 

3 appropriate,  felicitous. 


a.  Give  the  phonetic  spelling  of  happy. 

b.  Give  the  part  of  speech  for  happy. 

c.  Give  two  other  forms  of  happy. 

d.  Give  the  etymology  (word  origin)  of  the  word  happy. 

e.  Give  a citation  for  happy. 

f.  Give  a cross-reference  for  happy. 

g.  Give  a synonym  for  happy. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  27. 
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Dictionaries  can  show  you  how  to  spell  words.  Before  you  can  locate  a word  in 
the  dictionary,  however,  you  must  have  some  notion  of  how  to  spell  the  word. 
This  can  be  especially  difficult  when  a word  begins  with  a consonant  that  is  not 
pronounced  or  when  it  begins  with  two  consonants  that  are  pronounced  like 
another  consonant. 

7.  Study  the  following  chart.  Then  listen  to  Track  1 : “Spelling  Dictation”  on  your 
English  Language  Arts  8 Audio  CD  1 and,  in  your  notebook,  write  the  correct 
spelling  of  the  words  dictated. 


Initial  Sound  of  Word 

Letter  Combinations 

K 

k (kilt),  c (cat),  ch  (chorus) 

F 

f (fast),  ph  (phrase) 

S 

s (sail),  c (ceiling),  ps  (psychology) 

J 

j (jam),  g (gem) 

N 

n (now),  gn  (gnaw),  kn  (know), 
pn  (pneumonia) 

R 

r (rip),  wr  (wrap) 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  28. 

As  you  work  through  this  course,  keep  a log  of  personal  spelling  words.  You  can  list 
the  words  in  your  spelling  log  under  the  following  headings: 

• words  you  frequently  misspell 

• words  you  frequently  confuse,  such  as  the  homonyms  there  and  their 

• words  you  have  read  or  heard  and  would  like  to  use  in  your  own  writing 

• words  that  follow  certain  spelling  patterns 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Did  you  know  some  dictionaries  can  be  found  online?  Using  your  favourite 
search  engine,  enter  dictionary  as  a search  term  to  explore  some  of  these 
dictionaries.  Some  even  have  audio  capabilities  that  allow  you  to  hear  the 
pronunciation  of  a word.  An  example  of  an  online  dictionary  with  audio  is 
Merriam-Webster  Online.  You  can  visit  it  at  the  following  URL: 

http://www.m-w.com/home.htm 
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The  Thesaurus 


Another  resource  that  you  will  find  useful  in  your  writing  is  a thesaurus.  A 
thesaurus  helps  you  to  find  words  that  are  more  specific  and  descriptive.  When 
you  choose  precise  words,  you  express  your  thoughts  more  clearly.  Turn  to 
pages  191  and  192  in  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  and  read  the  section 
titled  “Using  a Thesaurus." 


Before  you  substitute  one  word  for 
another,  be  sure  that  you  understand  the 
word's  definition  and  the  way  it's  used. 


8.  Rewrite  the  following  paragraph  in  your  notebook  replacing  the  words  in  bold 
type  with  more  specific  words.  Use  a thesaurus  to  help  you  find  appropriate 
synonyms. 

1 stood  on  the  beach  and  looked  at  the  sea.  The  sun  was  shining  brightly  and 
the  water  looked  blue  and  calm.  The  sea  gulls  looked  like  dots  on  the  waves. 

I had  been  looking  forward  to  this  day  for  a long  time.  Then  1 saw  a swimmer 
thrashing  about  in  the  ocean.  He  looked  to  be  in  trouble.  1 looked  for  someone 
to  help,  but  the  beach  was  almost  deserted. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  28. 
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Choosing  Your  Novel 

In  Module  3 of  this  course,  you  will  study  one  of  the  following  novels: 

• Holes  by  Louis  Sachar 

• The  Tuesday  Cafe  by  Don  Trembath 

• The  True  Confessions  of  Charlotte  Doyle  by  Avi 

• Walk  Two  Moons  by  Sharon  Creech 

You  may  wish  to  choose  your  novel  now  so  that  you  can  begin  reading  it  before 
you  get  to  Module  3.  A brief  description  of  each  novel  is  given  here  so  that  you 
can  decide  which  one  you  prefer.  If  you  have  access  to  copies  of  the  novels  (your 
school  or  public  library  should  have  these  books),  look  them  over.  Learning  about 
the  author  and  talking  with  others  who  have  read  or  are  reading  the  novel  may  also 
help  you  choose. 


Holes  by  Louis  Sachar  is  the  story  of  Stanley  Yelnats,  who  is  sent  to  a juvenile 
detention  camp  for  a crime  he  did  not  commit.  At  Camp  Green  Lake, 
which  is  neither  a lake  nor  green,  the  boys  build  character  by  spending  all 
day,  every  day  in  the  scorching  heat,  digging  holes  exactly  five  feet  wide 
and  five  feet  deep.  Stanley  soon  realizes  that  there  is  more  than  character 
improvement  going  on.  What  they  are  really  digging  for  remains  a mystery 
to  everyone  except  the  warden.  Will  Stanley  survive  his  time  at  Camp  Green 
Lake?  This  is  what  awaits  the  reader. 


The  Tuesday  Cafe  by  Don  Trembath  tells  the  story  of  15-year-old  Harper 
Winslow  who  learns  the  power  of  writing  and  understanding  one’s  self. 
Harper  has  been  charged  with  setting  a fire  in  his  high  school.  As  part  of 
his  punishment.  Harper  must  write  an  essay  entitled  “How  I Plan  to  Turn 
My  Life  Around.”  His  mother  signs  him  up  for  a writing  class  called  The 
Tuesday  Gafe.  She  does  not  realize  that  the  class  is  intended  for  adults  with 
special  needs.  Unexpectedly,  these  weekly  sessions  become  very  important 
to  Harper.  It  is  among  this  group  of  misfits  that  Harper  finally  receives  the 
acceptance  and  encouragement  he  has  been  longing  for. 
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The  True  Confessions  of  Charlotte  Doyle  by  Avi  is  set  in  1832.  The  story 
begins  with  a warning  to  the  reader:  “Not  every  13-year-old  girl  is  accused 
of  murder,  brought  to  trial,  and  found  guilty.”  Thirteen-year-old  Charlotte 
Doyle  is  to  sail  from  England  aboard  the  Seahawk  to  be  reunited  with  her 
family  in  America.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  Charlotte  to  make 
the  journey  with  two  other  families.  When  Charlotte  arrives  at  the  dock, 
she  discovers  that  she  is  the  only  passenger — and  the  only  female — on  the 
voyage.  Evil,  danger,  mutiny,  and  courage  await  Charlotte  in  this  tale  of 
adventure  and  self-discovery. 


Walk  Two  Moons  by  Sharon  Creech  is  a story  within  a story,  a story  about 
stories,  a travelogue,  and  a fable  all  rolled  into  one.  Salamanca  Tree  Biddle’s 
mother  has  left  their  farm  in  Kentucky  on  a bus  trip  to  Idaho  and  never 
returned.  Sal  travels  across  the  country  with  her  grandparents  following 
the  route  her  mother  took.  To  pass  the  time,  her  grandparents  ask  Sal  to  tell 
them  a story.  Sal  begins  a long  tale  about  herself  and  her  best  friend  whose 
mother  has  also  left  her  family  without  explanation.  The  cross-country  trip 
and  Sal’s  story  are  interwoven.  In  telling  the  story,  Sal  reveals  the  depth  of 
her  own  loss. 


You  can  also  preview  the  novels  on  the  Internet.  Websites  such  as  the  one  that 
follows  often  allow  you  to  preview  the  front  and  back  covers  as  well  as  an  excerpt 
from  the  novel: 

http://wAvw.amazon.com 


Go  to  page  4 of  Assignment  Booklet  1 A and  respond  to 
questions  3 to  6 of  Section  1 . 


In  this  lesson  you  previewed  the  textbooks 
that  you  will  use  for  this  course.  You  also 
reviewed  the  features  and  functions  of  the 
dictionary  and  the  thesaurus.  In  the  next 
lesson  you  will  set  goals  to  help  you  meet 
the  challenges  of  English  Language  Arts  8. 
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Glossary 

graphics:  representations  such  as  drawings,  preview:  survey,  examine  briefly 

photographs,  charts,  and  illustrations 

Suggested  Responses 

1.  Following  are  some  of  the  features  of  Crossroads  8 that  you  may  find  helpful: 

• Unit  at  a Glance:  provides  a preview  of  each  unit  to  let  you  know  what  is  ahead 

• Goals  at  a Glance:  tells  the  purpose  of  each  selection 

• Pictures:  attract  your  attention  and  help  you  to  “see”  ideas 

• Self-Assessment:  helps  you  assess  your  progress 

• Glossary:  makes  it  easy  for  you  to  find  the  meaning  of  new  terms 

You  may  have  listed  others. 

2.  Following  are  some  of  the  features  of  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  that  you  may  find 
helpful: 

• Table  of  Contents:  gives  a clear  overview  of  what  is  in  the  book 

• Headings  in  different  sizes:  tell  you  which  are  the  main  topics 

• Examples:  let  you  “see”  the  rules  in  action 

• Index:  makes  it  easy  to  locate  a particular  topic 

3.  a.  An  entry  word  is  a word  listed  in  a dictionary,  which  is  followed  by  information  such  as  the 

meaning  and  pronunciation. 

b.  The  entry  words  in  a dictionary  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order. 

4.  a.  Guide  words  are  the  two  words  printed  in  boldface  type  at  the  top  of  each  page  in  a dictionary, 
b.  The  purpose  of  guide  words  is  to  help  you  find  a word  quickly  and  easily. 

5.  To  find  out  when  Lucy  Maud  Montgomery  was  born,  you  would  use  a biographical  dictionary. 

6.  a.  hap  'e 

b.  adjective 

c.  happier,  happiest 

d.  ME — Middle  English 

e.  By  a happy  chance,  I found  the  lost  money. 

f.  See  glad. 

g.  joyful,  delighted 
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7.  Here  are  the  correct  spellings  of  the  dictated  words. 

a.  chlorophyl  or  chlorophyll 

b.  carnivorous 

c.  cerebrum 

d.  psychrometer 

e.  gneiss 

Were  you  able  to  select  the  correct  letter  combinations  for  the  initial  sound  of  each  word? 

8.  Following  is  one  English  Language  Arts  8 student’s  revised  paragraph. 

I stood  on  the  beach  and  gazed  at  the  sea.  The  sun  was  shining  brightly  and  the  water  was  blue 
and  calm.  The  sea  gulls  resembled  dots  on  the  waves.  I had  been  anticipating  this  day  for  a 
long  time.  Then  I saw  a swimmer  thrashing  about  in  the  ocean.  He  appeared  to  be  in  trouble. 

I searched  for  someone  to  help,  but  the  beach  was  almost  deserted. 

You  may  have  substituted  other  synonyms.  Be  sure  the  synonyms  you  used  convey  the 
appropriate  meaning. 


Image  Credits 

All  images  in  this  lesson  were  created  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  with  the  following  noted  exceptions: 
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Lesson  3:  Setting  Your  Goals 


Mr.  Joshi  is  preparing  his  piano  students  for  an 
upcoming  music  festival.  Barbara  is  planning 
a surprise  party  for  her  parents’  twenty- fifth 
wedding  anniversary.  Dylan  is  trying  to  save 
enough  money  to  buy  a new  skateboard. 


What  do  Mr.  Joshi,  Barbara,  and  Dylan  have  in 
common?  If  you  answered  “These  three  people 
are  all  setting  goals,’’  you  would  be  right.  People 
have  all  sorts  of  goals.  They  may  range  from 
seeking  happiness,  health,  or  freedom  to  getting 
to  class  on  time. 


What  are  your  goals  for  this  course?  How  are  you 
going  to  achieve  those  goals?  What  skills  do  you 
need  to  work  on?  What  skills  and  knowledge  do 
you  have  now  that  you  can  build  on? 


Becoming  a Better  Communicator 

Remember  the  crash  landing  of  your  rocket  ship  on  the  uninhabited  planet? 
Suppose  the  planet  was  not  uninhabited.  Imagine  that  you  are  exploring  your  new 
surroundings  and  you  encounter  an  extraterrestrial  being.  Once  you  decide  the 
extraterrestrial  being  is  not  going  to  harm  you,  you  decide  to  try  to  communicate 
with  it.  Will  you  be  able  to  exchange  information  and  ideas  with  this  creature? 

All  communication  involves  the  sending  and  receiving  of  messages.  Someone  sends 
a message  and  someone  receives  it.  Sometimes,  however,  communication  breaks 
down  and  people  have  trouble  understanding  the  message.  Helping  you  to  become 
a better  communicator  is  one  of  the  goals  of  English  Language  Arts  8. 

To  communicate  well,  people  need  six  important  skills: 


representing: 

sending  a message 
through  visual 
means 


• reading 

• writing 

• speaking 

• listening 

• viewing 

• representing 

In  this  lesson  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  reflect  on  what  language  and 
communication  skills  you  have  now.  By  assessing  your  communication  skills,  you 
can  determine  what  your  strengths  and  weaknesses  are.  This  will  help  you  to  set 
some  goals  for  successfully  completing  English  Language  Arts  8. 
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Mario:  I know  what  is  involved  in  the  first  five  skills,  but  what  is  representing? 

Ms.  Elias:  Representing  refers  to  the  communication  of  an  idea  or  action  visually. 
Some  examples  of  representing  include  drawings,  photographs,  films,  mime, 
charts,  posters,  and  dance.  When  you  are  representing,  you  are  sending  a 
message  through  a form  other  than  written  or  verbal. 

1.  Take  some  time  to  reflect  on  your  skills  as  a communicator.  In  your  notebook, 
create  a chart  like  the  one  that  follows.  Fill  in  the  blank  spaces  of  your  chart  as 
directed.  Answer  yes  or  no  in  the  column  on  the  right.  An  example  has  been 
given  to  get  you  started. 


Communication 

Skill 

Examples  of  when 

1 have  used  this  skill 

Do  1 need  to  improve 
these  skills? 

Reading 

Writing 

Speaking 

Listening 

Listening  to  a guest  speaker  in  class 

Yes 

y 

Viewing 

r 

/ 

Representing 

/ 

y 

2.  Now  use  the  information  from  your  chart  to  help  set  some  learning  goals  for 
yourself.  For  each  communication  skill,  list  one  thing  you  would  like  to  improve. 
Remember,  set  goals  that  you  can  realistically  reach. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  34. 
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Throughout  this  course,  you  will  have  many  opportunities  to  think  about  the  things 
that  you  do  well  and  the  things  that  you  need  to  work  on.  You  will  reflect  on  your 
growth  as  a language  user  and  communicator.  Being  aware  of  your  past  successes 
will  encourage  you  to  keep  experimenting,  practising,  and  exploring  so  that  you 
continue  to  grow  and  develop  as  a language  user. 

Reaching  Your  Goal 

You  might  think  that  a goal  has  to  be  really  big,  like  setting  a goal  to  become  prime 
minister  or  an  astronaut.  Goals  can  be  small  too.  Setting  small  goals  can  be  as 
helpful  as  setting  big  ones.  For  example,  if  you  find  the  thought  of  reading  an  entire 
novel  overwhelming,  you  can  set  little  goals  to  help  you  through  it.  You  might  say, 
“Til  read  ten  pages  each  day.”  The  trick  is  to  set  a goal  that  you  can  reach.  Many 
small  successes  result  in  larger  ones. 


To  help  keep  yourself  on  schedule,  set  target  dates  for  completing  each  module. 


In  setting  your  target  dates  for  completing  the  modules,  consider  the  following: 


Plan  to  finish  the  last  module  at 
least  two  weeks  before  the  final 
test  so  you  have  time  for  review. 


Consider  your  day-to-day 
activities  so  you  have  an  idea 
of  how  much  time  is  available 
for  study  in  a typical  week. 


Think  about  interruptions  such  as  medical 
appointments,  sports,  or  club  activities. 


Completing  each  module  will  take 
about  four  to  six  weeks,  especially  if 
you  are  working  on  other  courses  at 
the  same  time. 


Remember  to  take  holidays  and 
vacations  into  account. 
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The  next  step  is  to  look  at  a calendar.  Set  a date  when  you  can  reasonably  expect  to 
complete  each  module.  Allow  at  least  30  hours  for  each  module.  The  date  you  set 
will  become  the  target  date  for  finishing  each  module.  Use  the  following  chart  to 
help  calculate  your  30  hours. 


Time  Spent  on  English  Language  Arts  8 

Number  of 

Hours  Per  Day 

Number  of 

Days  Per  Week 

Number  of 

Weeks  Per  Module 

1 hour  per  day 

5 days  per  week 

6 weeks 

2 hours  per  day 

3 days  per  week 

5 weeks 

3 hours  per  day 

5 days  per  week 

2 weeks 

Module 

Target  Date  for  Completion 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

You  might  like  to  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  to  make  a neat, 
easy-to-read,  full-page  chart.  Post  your  chart  near  your  workspace  so  you  can 
keep  track  of  your  progress.  You  may  need  to  adjust  your  schedule  after  you  have 
completed  one  or  two  modules.  The  amount  of  time  you  set  to  complete  a module 
may  prove  to  be  too  short  or  too  long.  Discuss  the  matter  with  your  teacher  before 
you  set  new  target  dates.  In  Assignment  Booklet  lA,  you  will  be  asked  to  submit  a 
copy  of  your  chart  to  your  teacher. 
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• Set  up  a workspace  where  you  can  organize  your  materials.  Try  to  keep  your 
materials  together  so  you  will  not  lose  track  of  them.  Your  workspace  should 
be  a place  where  you  will  not  be  disturbed  or  distracted  when  you  need  to 
concentrate. 

• Break  a large  chunk  of  work  into  smaller  pieces.  Set  target  times  for  each 
smaller  piece.  For  example,  allow  yourself  a certain  amount  of  time  to 
complete  one  lesson  instead  of  trying  do  a whole  section  at  once.  You  will  be 
more  likely  to  reach  your  goals  if  your  expectations  of  yourself  are  realistic. 

• When  you  are  answering  questions  in  your  notebook  or  Assignment  Booklet, 
write  your  responses  in  complete  sentences  unless  you  are  told  to  do 
otherwise.  Always  give  reasons  for  your  ideas  and  opinions. 

• Ask  your  home  instructor  or  teacher  for  help  when  you  need  it. 

• Show  your  best  work  on  your  assignments. 


^ 

Co  to  page  7 of  Assignment  Booklet  1A  and  respond  to 

questions  7 and  8 of  Section  1 . 

J 


m inis  lesson  you  sex  your  goals  xor  tngiisn 
Language  Arts  8.  To  help  you  reach  those  goals, 
you  set  target  dates  for  completing  the  modules. 
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Glossary 

representing:  sending  a message  through  visual  means 


Suggested  Responses 

1.  Here  is  how  one  English  language  arts  student  responded. 


Communication 

Skill 

Examples  of  when 

1 have  used  this  skill 

Do  1 need  to  improve 
these  skills? 

Reading 

Reading  a recipe  for  chocolate  chip  cookies 

No 

Writing 

Writing  an  e-mail  to  my  friend 

No 

Speaking 

Presenting  an  oral  report  on  recycling  to  my 
science  class 

Yes 

Listening 

Listening  to  a guest  speaker  in  class 

Yes 

Viewing 

Looking  at  a photograph 

Yes 

Representing 

Taking  part  in  a dance  recital 

No 

2.  Here  are  the  goals  that  another  student  set  for  himself: 

Speaking:  Speak  more  slowly  when  I speak  in  public  so  my  reports  will  be  more  effective. 

Listening:  Learn  how  to  take  better  notes  when  I am  listening  to  a speaker.  I think  that  will  help 
me  focus  my  attention  on  the  speaker  as  well  as  give  me  study  notes. 

VieAving:  Learn  more  about  techniques  used  in  black-and-white  photography  so  I can  become 
more  skilful  at  taking  black-and-white  pictures. 

Reading:  Learn  some  strategies  for  reading  poetry  so  I can  understand  the  poems  1 read. 

Writing:  Learn  how  to  write  effective  introductions  in  my  compositions. 

Image  Credits 

All  images  in  this  lesson  were  created  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  with  the  following  noted  exceptions: 

Page  32  PhotoDisc  Collection/Getty  Images 

29  PhotoDisc/Getty  Images  33  both:  PhotoDisc  Collection/Getty 

30  left:  PhotoDisc/Getty  Images  Images 

right:  PhotoDisc  Gollection/Getty  Images 


34 


English  Language  Arts  8:  Module 


I {(section  1 Conclusion 


Meeting  a new  challenge  is  easier  if  you  are  familiar  with  the  material  and  resources  that  are  available 
to  you.  Section  1 has  given  you  the  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  the  material  and 
resources  that  you  will  use  for  English  Language  Arts  8.  You  have  also  set  some  goals  for  yourself  for 
this  course. 

In  Lesson  1 you  explored  the  structure  and  features  of  this  course.  Lesson  2 gave  you  an  overview  of 
the  resources  that  you  will  be  using  for  the  course.  You  began  by  practising  your  previewing  skills — 
skills  that  are  very  useful  when  you  are  searching  for  information.  Then  you  reviewed  the  features 
and  functions  of  the  dictionary  and  the  thesaurus.  In  Lesson  3 you  reflected  on  your  language  and 
communication  skills,  set  goals  for  improving  your  communication  skills,  and  set  target  dates  for 
completing  the  modules. 

You  should  now  feel  comfortable  with  the  structure  and  features  of  this  course.  You  have  previewed 
the  textbooks  you  will  use,  and  you  have  reviewed  the  features  of  the  dictionary  and  thesaurus. 

As  well,  you  have  thought  about  your  strengths  and  weaknesses  in  English  language  arts.  This 
should  help  you  to  set  your  goals  for  successfully  completing  this  course.  You  are  ready  to  meet  the 
challenges  presented  to  you  by  English  Language  Arts  8! 
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Section  2 


[ (^(  Expressing  Yourself 


One  of  the  challenges  of  English  Language  Arts  8 is  to  respond  to  a variety  of  texts.  To  meet  this 
challenge,  you  need  to  fully  understand  each  text.  One  way  to  gain  understanding  of  a text  is  through 
sharing  ideas  with  others.  Discussing  with  a partner  or  with  a group  how  a text  affects  you  personally 
can  be  helpful  in  creating  thoughtful  responses.  For  this  reason,  it  is  important  to  develop  skills  for 
working  with  others.  It  is  not,  however,  always  possible  to  share  and  discuss  texts  with  someone  else. 
This  is  where  portfolios  and  journal  writing  come  in.  Portfolios  and  journals  are  another  way  for  you 
to  respond  personally  to  texts  that  you  encounter.  Both  provide  you  with  opportunities  to  explore 
ideas  and  experiment  with  a variety  of  formats. 

Working  with  a partner  or  in  a group  has  many  benefits,  such  as  sharing  the  workload  and  generating 
more  and  better  ideas.  In  Lesson  1 you  will  examine  strategies  for  working  successfully  with  others. 
You  will  find  out  how  to  create  your  portfolio  in  Lesson  2,  and  in  Lesson  3 you  will  discover  what  is 
expected  of  you  in  your  journal. 

When  you  have  completed  this  section,  you  should  feel  more  confident  about  expressing  your  ideas, 
whether  in  a group,  in  your  portfolio,  or  in  your  journal. 
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Ms.  Elias:  How  much  time  do  you  spend  alone? 

Jamal:  Hardly  any.  Most  of  the  time  I’m  with  other  people,  either  with  my  family  or 
with  my  friends. 

Megan:  It’s  the  same  with  me.  I’m  hardly  ever  alone.  Most  things  I do,  I do  with 
others. 

1.  Think  about  how  much  time  you  spend  alone.  Then  think  about  how  much 
time  you  spend  with  other  people. 

a.  Make  a list  of  various  activities  that  you  do  alone. 

b.  Make  a list  of  activities  that  you  do  with  other  people. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  44. 

Most  of  the  time  in  this  course  you  will  be  working  independently.  But  from 
time  to  time,  you  will  be  asked  to  work  with  a partner  or  small  group.  If  you  are 
in  a classroom  situation,  it  will  be  easy  to  work  with  others.  If  you  are  working  at 
home,  a partner  or  group  may  not  be  readily  available,  but  you  may  be  able  to 
communicate  with  others  by  telephone  or  e-mail.  If  this  is  not  possible,  you  can 
do  some  of  the  group  work  with  your  home  instructor. 

Group  Skills 

One  of  the  things  that  English  Language  Arts  8 students  are  expected  to  be  able 
to  do  is  to  work  effectively  in  groups.  To  do  this,  you  will  need  to  demonstrate 
sensitivity  toward  the  needs  and  feelings  of  other  people.  You  can  do  this  by  using 
language  to  show  respect  for  others.  You  will  also  need  to  use  your  listening  and 
speaking  skills  to  communicate  with  other  members  of  your  group. 
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Before  going  further,  read  “Speaking  and  Listening”  on  page  175  of  your  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook.  Read  up  to  the  heading  “Group  Roles.” 

Good  Listening  Skills 


2.  Are  you  a good  listener?  Assess  your  listening  skills  by  answering  the  following 
questions. 


a.  Do  I think  of  listening  to  someone  as  an  opportunity  to  learn? 

b.  Do  1 listen  to  what  the  speaker  says  before  I judge  his  or  her  ideas? 

c.  Do  I look  at  the  person  who  is  speaking? 

d.  Do  I pay  attention  to  the  speaker’s  facial  expressions  and  hand  gestures? 

e.  Do  I listen  patiently  without  interrupting  the  speaker? 

f.  Do  I pay  attention  without  letting  my  mind  wander? 

g.  Do  I remember  the  important  points  the  speaker  makes? 

h.  Do  I listen  to  what  others  say  and  try  to  add  to  their  ideas? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  44. 


You  can  improve  your  listening  skills 
through  practice.  Here  are  some  strategies 
to  help  you  become  a better  listener. 


Listening  Strategies  for  Group  Discussions 

• Encourage  the  speaker  by  looking  at  him  or  her  and  paying  attention. 

• Summarize  what  the  speaker  has  said  and  try  to  add  to  it. 

• Ask  questions  when  you  do  not  understand  something. 

• Listen  politely  and  patiently.  Avoid  interrupting  the  speaker. 


Good  Speaking  Skills 

3.  Reread  “Communicating  in  Groups”  on  page  175  in  your  English  Language 
Arts  Handbook.  List  the  ways  that  you  will  use  your  speaking  skills  as  a group 
member. 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  44. 
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Speaking  Strategies  for  Group  Discussions 


• Wait  for  the  group  to  be  quiet  before  you  start. 

• Speak  steadily  in  a clear  voice  that  is  loud  enough  for  all  to  hear  easily 

• Look  at  your  listeners  as  much  as  possible. 

• Try  not  to  fidget  or  make  unnecessary  gestures. 

• Make  your  voice  expressive  as  you  would  when  talking  with  a friend. 

• When  questioned,  think  about  the  question;  then  give  a direct  answer. 

• When  you  do  not  know  the  answer  to  a question,  say  so. 

• Use  appropriate  language. 

As  you  use  language  to  communicate  in  groups,  you  should  be  aware  of  the  words 
that  you  choose.  Language  can  be  used  to  encourage  and  praise,  but  it  can  also  be 
a cruel  weapon  used  to  offend  and  humiliate.  The  language  that  you  use  can  make 
other  people  feel  included  or  make  them  feel  excluded. 


Nellen:  It’s  hard  being  the  new  person  in  a group.  Sometimes  you  feel  like  such  an 
outsider. 

Mario:  Sometimes,  even  when  you  know  the  people,  you  don’t  feel  welcome. 

Megan:  I know  what  you  mean.  Sometimes  when  you  join  a new  group,  the  other 
people  ignore  you. 

Peter:  Or  they  aren’t  interested  in  your  ideas.  When  you  try  to  suggest  something, 
they  meike  fun  of  whatever  you  say. 
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4.  When  a new  person  joins  a group,  both  the  newcomer  and  the  other  members 
of  the  group  can  feel  shy. 

a.  What  advice  would  you  give  to  a new  person  joining  a group? 

b.  As  a member  of  a group,  how  could  you  help  a new  person  feel  included? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  44. 

Group  Roles 


A group  may  be  informal,  such  as  a small  group  discussing  a movie,  or  it  may  be 
formal,  such  as  a Student's  Union  meeting.  Regardless  of  the  type,  there  are  many 
roles  in  a group.  To  learn  about  group  roles,  return  to  page  175  in  your  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook  and  read  “Group  Roles." 


5.  Your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  describes  a number  of  roles  that  do  not 
help  the  group  accomplish  its  goals.  For  each  of  the  following  examples,  give  a 
suggestion  as  to  how  you  might  solve  the  problem. 


a.  the  lion  b.  the  crow  c.  the  bee 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  45. 


40 


English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  1 


Brainstorming 


brainstorming: 

thinking  of  as  many 
ideas  as  possible  on 
a particular  topic 


webbing:  using  a 
graphic  organizer 
to  show  all  of  the 
possibilities  related 
to  a subject 


Sometimes  the  group  you  are  working  with  will  need  to  do  some  brainstorming. 
Brainstorming  is  a way  of  exploring  ideas.  It  is  a way  of  helping  people  to  break  out 
of  their  old  thinking  patterns  and  to  look  at  things  in  new  ways. 


Here  are  some  techniques  for  successful  brainstorming: 

• Write  down  everything  you  can  think  of  related  to  your  subject.  Piggyback  on 
other  people’s  ideas — let  them  stimulate  your  new  ideas.  Include  every  idea 
no  matter  how  strange  or  silly  it  might  seem.  At  this  stage,  quantity  of  ideas  is 
more  important  than  quality. 

• Have  a member  of  the  group  record  all  the  ideas,  unless  they  are  repeats. 

• Set  a time  limit  for  the  brainstorming  session,  and  stop  when  that  time  is  up. 

• Do  not  judge  any  of  the  ideas — all  ideas  are  welcome. 

After  the  brainstorming  session,  your  group  should  discuss  the  ideas  generated 
and  work  to  create  a plan  for  moving  forward.  You  can  use  webbing  (also  called 
mapping  or  clustering)  to  organize  the  ideas.  This  is  the  evaluation  stage  of  the 
brainstorming  process. 

Begin  the  evaluation  stage  by  clarifying  the  meaning  of  some  of  the  ideas, 
combining  similar  ideas  that  are  worded  in  different  ways,  and  eliminating  ideas 
that  are  not  related  to  the  objective  of  the  session.  Then  discuss  the  pros  and  cons 
of  the  narrowed- down  list  of  ideas  and  make  a decision. 
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documentary: 

a work,  such  as  a 
film  or  television 
program,  that 
presents  political, 
social,  or  historical 
subject  matter 
in  a factual  and 
informative 
manner  and  often 
contains  interviews 
accompanied  by 
narration 

consensus:  general 
agreement 


To  see  how  one  group  of  students  brainstormed  ideas  for  a documentary,  go  to 

your  English  Language  Arts  Multimedia  CD  and  view  Segment  1. 

6.  What  brainstorming  techniques  did  the  group  in  the  video  clip  use  to  generate 

ideas  for  creating  their  documentary? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  45. 

Consensus  Building 

The  students  in  the  video  clip  were  able  to  agree  on  the  ideas  put  forward  for  their 

documentary.  Consensus  building  is  an  important  part  of  working  in  a group. 

Following  are  some  tips  to  help  groups  arrive  at  a consensus: 

• Ensure  everyone  understands  the  task  and  is  listening  to  and  understanding 
each  other. 

• Encourage  all  group  members  to  contribute  their  ideas  and  knowledge  related 
to  the  subject. 

• Trust  each  other.  This  is  not  a competition;  group  members  must  not  be  afraid 
to  express  their  ideas  and  opinions. 

• Remember  that  disagreement  is  normal  and  healthy,  but  team  members  must 
be  flexible  and  willing  to  compromise. 

• Separate  the  issue  from  the  personalities.  This  is  not  a time  to  disagree  just 
because  you  don’t  like  someone. 

Characteristics  of  Successful  Groups 

Successful  groups  show  the  following  characteristics: 

• Co-operation.  Group  members  are  able  to  put  aside  individual  concerns  and 
work  together  for  the  good  of  the  group. 

• Communication.  Group  members  are  able  to  choose  their  words  carefully 
and  to  speak  thoughtfully.  They  are  able  to  really  listen  when  other  group 
members  speak. 

• Co-ordination.  Group  members  are  able  to  co-ordinate  meeting  times  and 
places. 

• Organization.  Group  members  are  able  to  use  time  and  resources  wisely  and 
efficiently. 

7.  What  steps  did  the  group  in  the  video  take  to  successfully  plan  their  project? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  45. 
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What  can  you  do  to  help  a group  achieve 
its  goal?  Here  are  some  suggestions  to 
help  you  work  successfully  in  a group. 


• Be  prepared  so  that  you  are  ready  to  participate.  You  may  have  to  read 
some  material  or  do  some  research  before  the  group  meets. 

• Stay  focused  on  the  task.  Avoid  distracting  others,  chatting  with 
someone  during  a presentation,  and  daydreaming. 

• Contribute  ideas  and  suggestions  when  you  can,  but  do  not  take  over 
the  discussion. 

• Keep  an  open  mind.  There  may  be  different  ways  of  looking  at  a topic. 
Consider  other  people’s  ideas  carefully  before  rejecting  them.  Their 
ideas  could  be  better  than  yours. 

• Encourage  all  group  members  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  and  to  ask 
questions  about  anything  they  do  not  understand. 

• Take  responsibility  for  helping  the  group  to  be  successful.  Volunteer  to 
do  a job  or  perform  a role.  Do  not  expect  the  other  people  in  the  group 
to  do  the  work.  If  there  are  five  people  in  a group,  you  should  expect  to 
do  at  least  one -fifth  of  the  work. 

• Respect  everyone  in  the  group.  Listen  politely  to  others  without 
interrupting  them.  Use  polite  language  when  disagreeing  with  others. 




Go  to  page  9 of  Assignment  Booklet  1 A and  respond  to 

questions  1 and  2 of  Section  2. 

— ^ 

In  this  lesson  you  reviewed  skills  that  are 
necessary  for  working  effectively  with  others. 
In  the  next  lesson  you  will  find  out  what  goes 
into  the  creation  of  your  portfolio. 
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Glossary 


brainstorming:  thinking  of  as  many  ideas  as 
possible  on  a particular  topic 


documentary:  a work,  such  as  a film  or 

television  program,  that  presents  political, 
social,  or  historical  subject  matter  in  a 
factual  and  informative  manner  and  often 
contains  interviews  accompanied  by 
narration 


consensus:  general  agreement 


webbing:  using  a graphic  organizer  to  show  all 
of  the  possibilities  related  to  a subject 


Suggested  Responses 


1.  a.  You  may  be  alone  when  you  read,  study,  listen  to  the  radio,  watch  TV,  use  a computer,  write  in 

your  journal,  do  homework,  work  on  a hobby,  do  chores  around  your  home,  or  go  for  a walk. 

b.  You  may  be  with  other  people  when  you  eat,  go  to  a movie,  attend  classes,  take  part  in  a game, 
attend  a meeting,  go  shopping,  attend  a concert,  or  ride  on  a bus.  You  may  also  be  with  other 
people  when  you  do  any  of  the  activities  suggested  in  question  1.  a. 

You  may  have  listed  other  activities  in  your  responses.  Was  your  list  of  activities  that  you  do 
with  other  people  longer  than  your  list  of  activities  that  you  do  alone?  Most  people  spend 
more  time  with  other  people  than  alone. 

2.  a.  to  h.  If  you  answered  yes  to  five  or  more  of  these  questions,  you  are  on  your  way  to  being  a good 

listener.  Good  listeners  contribute  positively  to  group  discussions. 

3.  As  a group  member,  you  will  use  your  speaking  skills  in  the  following  ways: 

• Ask  and  answer  questions. 

• Voice  opinions. 

• Make  suggestions. 

• Encourage  others  to  share  their  views. 

• Agree  or  disagree  politely  with  others  in  the  group. 

• Praise  others  for  their  ideas  and  contributions. 

4.  a.  A new  person  should  be  aware  that  there  might  be  a feeling  of  awkwardness  when  people  are 

meeting  someone  new.  As  a new  person,  you  should  introduce  yourself  to  the  other  members 
of  the  group.  Make  a special  effort  to  smile  and  appear  friendly.  Your  challenge  as  a new 
member  is  to  make  a contribution  to  the  group  without  appearing  to  be  bossy  or  controlling. 

b.  As  a member  of  the  group,  you  can  help  the  new  person  feel  included  by  introducing  yourself 
and  other  group  members.  Smiling  and  moving  chairs  to  make  room  for  the  new  person  will 
help  to  make  the  person  feel  welcome.  You  can  offer  to  help  the  person  if  he  or  she  has  missed 
anything  that  happened  earlier.  You  can  also  make  a point  of  asking  the  newcomer  for  his  or 
her  ideas  or  suggestions. 
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5.  Responses  will  vary.  Following  are  possibilities.  In  most  cases,  you  should  talk  to  the  individual 
away  from  the  group  about  his  or  her  behaviour.  Perhaps  the  person  does  not  realize  that  his  or 
her  actions  are  affecting  the  group’s  ability  to  reach  its  goals. 

a.  The  lion:  You  might  try  pointing  out  how  the  group  feels  its  work  is  affected  and  that  the 
group  would  be  more  effective  if  the  leadership  was  shared  and  everyone  had  an  opportunity 
to  express  their  ideas.  You  might  also  try  to  deliberately  divert  attention  away  from  the  lion 
by  asking  for  a contribution  from  each  person  one  by  one.  Another  tactic  might  be  to  say 
something  like  ‘‘That’s  one  suggestion;  what  suggestions  do  other  people  have?” 

b.  The  crow;  Again,  you  might  try  pointing  out  how  the  group  feels  its  work  is  affected  by  the 
constant  criticism.  You  might  also  try  to  find  out  what  is  making  the  crow  complain  so  much. 

It  could  be  that  the  crow  lacks  confidence  in  group  situations  and  uses  criticism  to  cover  up 
his  or  her  feelings. 

c.  The  bee:  You  might  try  pointing  out  how  the  group  feels  its  work  is  affected  and  that  the  group 
would  be  more  effective  if  tasks  and  thoughts  were  shared  and  everyone  had  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  ideas  and  to  participate.  Remind  the  bee  that  a group  of  people  working  together 
will  come  up  with  more  ideas  than  one  person  working  alone.  Sharing  ideas  and  tasks  with 
others  usually  results  in  new  solutions  to  problems  and  more  effective  ways  of  doing  things. 

6.  The  group’s  brainstorming  session  was  quite  informal.  They  did  not  record  their  ideas.  However, 
all  of  the  group  members  made  suggestions  for  their  project,  built  on  other  people’s  ideas,  and 
listened  respectfully  to  each  other’s  ideas. 

7.  The  group  took  the  following  steps  to  successfully  plan  their  project: 

• They  established  the  focus  for  their  documentary. 

• They  made  an  outline. 

• They  set  up  a time  line. 

• They  decided  on  roles  and  responsibilities. 
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Lesson  2:  Creating  a Portfolio 


Mario;  What  exactly  is  a portfolio? 

Mr.  Channer;  A portfolio  usually  refers  to  a collection  of  works,  such  as  drawings  or 
stories.  It  is  a sample  of  one’s  work.  People  often  put  together  a portfolio  of  their 
work  when  they  are  applying  for  a job  or  selling  something. 

Let  me  give  you  an  example.  Imagine  you  are  a clothing  designer  and  you  want 
to  sell  your  designs.  You  pick  what  you  consider  to  be  your  best  designs  and 
place  them  in  a folder  to  show  to  a potential  buyer.  This  collection,  or  portfolio, 
shows  the  kind  of  work  you  do. 

Mario;  I get  it.  It  lets  the  client  see  the  style  of  your  designs. 

Mr.  Channer;  That’s  right. 

Megan;  When  my  parents  decided  to  have  a deck  built,  the  contractor  showed  us  an 
album  with  pictures  of  decks  she  had  built.  Would  that  be  a portfolio? 

Mr.  Channer;  Yes,  it  could  be  considered  one. 

Your  English  Language  Arts  8 portfolio  will  not  be  used  as  a guide  for  potential 
clients,  but  it  will  be  a collection  of  your  work  that  you  wish  to  share  with  others. 
Your  portfolio  will  let  you  express  yourself  creatively  using  a variety  of  techniques. 
The  items  that  you  place  in  your  portfolio  will  provide  opportunities  for  you  to 

• show  how  you  enjoyed  doing  something 

• demonstrate  new  skills,  knowledge,  or  attitudes 

• respond  to  a variety  of  audiences 

• extend  yourself  creatively  and  personally 
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What  Should  I Put  in  My  Portfolio? 

Throughout  each  module  you  will  be  given  suggestions  for  items  to  include  in 
your  portfolio.  You  are  not  expected  to  respond  to  every  suggestion.  You  should, 
however,  look  them  over  and  think  about  how  you  could  respond.  You  may,  of 
course,  use  your  own  ideas  for  portfolio  items.  If  you  have  a hard  time  coming  up 
with  ideas,  RAFTS  is  a strategy  that  will  help  you.  (Note:  This  strategy  can  also  be 
used  for  coming  up  with  ideas  for  writing  stories  and  poems.)  RAFTS  stands  for 
role,  audience,  format,  topic,  and  strong  action  words. 

Role  refers  to  your  point  of  view.  For  example,  when 
you  write  a story,  you  can  pretend  to  be  one  of  the 
characters  in  the  story,  or  you  can  act  as  the  storyteller. 

Audience  refers  to  the  people  who  will  read  your  poem, 
view  your  drawing,  or  listen  to  your  song.  When  you 
write  in  your  journal,  your  audience 
is  yourself.  When  you  e-mail  a friend, 
your  friend  is  your  audience. 

Format  refers  to  the  way  you  choose 
to  present  your  ideas.  There  are  many 
different  formats  to  choose  from. 

Examples  of  written  formats  are  novels, 

short  stories,  poems,  and  letters.  Spoken  formats  include  speeches,  conversation, 
songs,  and  radio  plays.  Puppet  shows,  collages,  drawings,  and  dances  are  examples 
of  representing  formats. 

Topic  is  the  subject  or  idea  about  which  you  are  speaking,  writing,  or  representing. 

Strong  action  words  help  set  the  tone  for  the  activity.  They  show  how  the  topic  will 
be  treated.  Will  it  be  funny  or  serious,  cheerful  or  gloomy? 

Consider  each  of  the  following  examples  of  RAFTS  sentences: 

• As  a graphic  designer,  develop  a web  page  informing  viewers  about  Mount 
Pleasant  School. 

• As  the  captain  of  your  team,  give  a speech  to  the  other  players  emphasizing 
the  importance  of  sportsmanship. 

• As  a tourist,  send  a postcard  to  your  friend  back  home  bragging  about  your 
holiday. 

• As  a bear,  create  an  advertisement  describing  the  features  of  a cave  for  other 
bears  looking  for  a place  for  hibernation. 
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In  your  notebook,  create  a chart  like  the  one  that  follows.  Then  use  your  chart  to 
summarize  the  RAFTS  sentences  that  you  have  just  examined.  The  first  one  is  done 
to  help  you  get  started. 


Role 

Audience 

Format 

Topic 

Strong 

Action 

Words 

graphic 

designer 

viewers 

web  page 

Mount 

Pleasant 

School 

words  that 
inform 

Compare  your  chart  with  the  one  on  page  50. 


Here  is  your  first  portfolio  suggestion. 

Portfolio  Item  1A 


Respond  to  one  of  the  following  RAFTS  sentences.  Place  your  response  in 
your  portfolio. 

• As  a friend  (role),  make  a card  (format)  for  Kelly  (audience),  cheering 
him  up  and  encouraging  him  (strong  action  words)  to  get  well  (topic). 

• As  a rapper  (role),  write  a song  (format)  to  your 
peers  (audience),  condemning  (strong  action 
words)  bullying  (topic). 

• As  a ghost  (role),  create  an 
advertisement  (format)  for  ghosts 
looking  for  a new  home  (audience), 
telling  them  about  (strong  action 
words)  the  features  of  the  house 
you  haunt  (topic). 

• As  an  astronaut  (role),  send  an 
e-mail  (format)  to  your  friend 
back  home  (audience),  describing 
(strong  action  words)  your  landing 
on  Mars  (topic). 

Remember  to  label  your  response  with  the  number  and  letter  in  the  tab  of 
this  instruction  card. 
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How  Many  Items  Do  I Put  in  My  Portfolio? 

You  may  place  as  many  items  as  you  wish  in  your  portfolio.  You  will,  however,  only 
be  required  to  submit  one  item  for  each  module  for  marking.  You  will  be  asked  in 
the  Final  Module  Assignment  of  each  Assignment  Booklet  B to  choose  an  item  from 
your  portfolio  and  submit  it  for  assessment.  Try  to  submit  a variety  of  responses 
aimed  at  different  audiences. 

Although  you  are  not  expected  to  respond  to  every  portfolio  item,  you  should  read 
each  one  and  spend  some  time  thinking  about  how  you  might  respond.  You  are  free 
to  adapt  portfolio  suggestions  to  fit  your  learning  situation  and  your  interests.  Don’t 
be  afraid  to  experiment. 

For  each  item  that  you  submit,  you  must  complete  a self-assessment  and  attach  it 
to  the  item.  A portfolio  self-assessment  form  follows  the  request  for  your  portfolio 
item  in  the  Final  Module  Assignment  of  each  Assignment  Booklet  B.  The  portfolio 
self-assessment  asks  the  following  questions: 

• Why  did  you  choose  this  item  to  include  in  your  portfolio? 

• Who  is  the  target  audience? 

• What  skills  are  shown  in  this  work? 

• What  did  you  learn  from  preparing  this  work? 

In  assessing  your  portfolio,  your  teacher  will  look  at  your  self-assessment  as  well  as 
your  portfolio  item. 

There  is  no  assignment  for  this  lesson. 

Have  you  added  any  new  words  to  your  vocabulary  log?  Remember  that  you  will 
be  asked  to  submit  a vocabulary  log  with  the  second  Assignment  Booklet  for  each 
module. 


In  this  lesson  you  discovered  what  goes  into 
your  portfolio.  And,  you  learned  about  RAFTS, 
a strategy  you  can  use  to  come  up  with 
creative  ideas  for  your  portfolio.  In  the  next 
lesson  you  will  investigate  journal  writing. 
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Suggested  Responses 


Role 

Audience 

Format 

Topic 

Strong 

Action 

Words 

graphic 

designer 

viewers 

web  page 

Mount 

Pleasant 

School 

words  that 
inform 

captain 

players 

speech 

importance 

of 

sportsmanship 

words  that 
emphasize 

tourist 

your  friend 

postcard 

holiday 

words  that  brag 

bear 

other  bears 

advertisement 

cave 

words  that 
describe 
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A special  feature  of  English  Language  Arts  8 is  journal  writing.  Journal  writing  gives 
you  the  opportunity  to  express  your  ideas  and  experiment  with  language. 


Annette:  Em  not  sure  1 understand  what  journal  writing  is  all  about. 

Mr.  Channer:  After  you’ve  watched  a movie  with  friends,  what  do  you  talk  about? 

Annette:  We  usually  discuss  the  movie.  We  talk  about  whether  we  liked  it  or  not,  or 
about  what  made  it  good  or  bad. 

Mr.  Channer:  In  other  words,  you  express  your  thoughts  about  the  movie. 

Annette:  Yes,  I guess  we  do. 

Mr.  Channer:  Writing  in  your  journal  is  something  like  that.  But,  instead  of  having  a 
conversation  with  your  friends,  you’re  having  a conversation  with  your  journal. 


Journals  play  a role  much  like  conversations.  Ideas  and  reactions  you  would  usually 
share  with  friends  or  family  can  be  tried  out  in  your  journal.  There  may  not  always 
be  someone  around  that  you  can  talk  to  about  what  you  have  read,  what  you  have 
seen,  or  the  assignment  you  are  working  on.  Your  journal  can  be  the  “person.”  It  is  a 
place  for  writing  what  is  on  your  mind  and  for  sorting  out  your  thoughts. 


The  writing  you  do  in  your  journal  and  the  talking  you  do  every  day  with  your 
friends  and  family  are  similar  because  you  use  the  same  language.  Entries  in  your 
journal  are  done  in  familiar,  everyday  language  that  expresses  your  feelings  and 
experiences.  Your  journal  is  a place  where  you  can  write  about  your  feelings,  ideas, 
and  beliefs  and  a place  where  you  can  refine  these  feelings  before  you  share  them. 


To  learn  more  about  journal  writing,  read  “Expressive /Exploratory  Writing”  on 
pages  115  and  1 16  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 
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Think  for  a moment  about  what  you  already  know  about  journals  and  about  what 
you  have  just  learned.  What  are  some  ways  in  which  journals  are  like  talking?  How 
are  they  different? 

1.  In  your  notebook,  make  a chart  like  the  one  that  follows.  Fill  in  your  chart 
to  compare  conversation  with  a journal  entry.  You  should  have  at  least  three 
points  under  each  heading.  An  example  has  been  given  for  each  to  help  you  get 
started.  Be  sure  to  allow  enough  space  for  your  responses. 


Conversation 

Journal  Entry 

• spoken 

• wriUen 

Compare  your  chart  with  the  one  on  page  57. 

Your  journal  lets  you  express  your  feelings  and  opinions.  It  also  lets  you  explore  and 
experiment  with  language.  As  you  write  in  your  journal,  you  develop  your  skills  as 
a language  user  and  your  understanding  of  a variety  of  texts.  You  write  to  express 
your  ideas.  As  you  express  your  ideas,  you  learn  to  write  more  effectively  and 
observe  more  carefully. 

Journal  writing  is  a tool  that  is  used  to  explore,  guide,  and  record  your  thinking. 
While  you  write,  you  learn.  Not  only  do  you  learn  to  organize  your  thoughts,  but 
your  writing  also  stimulates  new  thoughts.  Look  at  the  following  example: 

Imagine  you  are  packing  to  go  on  a trip.  You  make  a list  of  all  the  things  you  want  to 
take  with  you.  Some  of  the  things  you  write  remind  you  of  other  things  you  should 
pack,  so  you  add  them  to  the  list.  Your  list  not  only  records  what  you  are  thinking 
about  packing,  it  also  makes  you  think  about  other  items  you  need  to  take. 

Following  is  an  example: 

• socks  • shoes — runners,  sandals 

• toothbrush,  toothpaste  • camera — extra  film 

You  do  not  write  and  rewrite  this  list  to  make  sure  it  is 
completely  polished.  You  just  write  it.  The  main  purpose 
of  the  list  is  to  organize  your  thinking.  Your  packing 
list  is  an  example  of  how  you  use  writing  to  learn — 
to  discover  what  you  already  know  and  to  stimulate 
further  thinking.  In  the  same  way,  your  journal  can 
work  as  a writing,  thinking,  and  learning  tool! 
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Sharing  Yourjournal  Entries 


You  are  not  expected  to  respond  to  every  journal  entry,  but  you  should  read  each 
one  and  spend  some  time  thinking  about  what  thoughts  or  emotions  are  triggered 
by  the  entry.  Most  of  the  time  your  journal  entries  will  be  private  records  unless  you 
choose  to  share  them.  Sometimes,  however,  you  will  be  asked  to  choose  a journal 
entry,  polish  it,  and  submit  it  for  assessment. 

When  you  submit  a journal  entry  for  assessment,  you  should  do  the  following: 

• Revise  your  entry  so  your  ideas  are  clear. 

• Edit  your  entry  for  matters  of  correctness. 

• Use  expressive  and  exploratory  language. 

The  journal  responses  you  submit  will  be  marked  according  to  assessment  criteria, 
which  are  printed  in  each  Assignment  Booklet  where  you  are  asked  to  submit  a 
journal  entry.  You  may  find  it  helpful  to  go  to  page  1 1 of  Assignment  Booklet  lA  and 
preview  the  Journal  Assessment  Criteria  before  you  do  your  first  journal  entry. 

Organizing  Your  Journal  Entries 

You  will  need  a special  notebook  for  your  journal  entries  so  that  you  can  keep  them 
separate  from  your  notes  and  lesson  answers.  The  type  of  notebook  you  use  is  up 
to  you.  It  is  a good  idea,  however,  to  select  something  that  is  easy  to  carry  with  you 
and  easy  to  keep  organized. 

You  may  choose  to  use  a computer  with  a word-processing  program  such  as 
Microsoft®  Word  or  WordPerfect®  for  your  journal  entries.  If  you  do,  be  sure  to  set 
up  a new  folder  for  your  journal.  To  keep  your  journal  entries  organized,  always 
date  them.  For  the  entries  that  you  submit  in  your  Assignment  Booklet,  write  the 
journal  entry  number  and  letter.  Look  at  the  example  that  follows. 
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journal  Eutry  /A:  September  11 

The  thought  o-^vuritin^  m a journal  makes  me  feel  both  happy  and  anxious. 

I'm  happy  about  writing  a journal  because  / enjoy  writing  and  / like 
experimenting  with  lanjuaje.  I feel  anxious  because  I don  t like  the  idea 
of  sharing  my  private  thoughts  with  someone  else.  But  it  does  say  you  can 
decide  what  you  want  to  share.  So  / juess  that  won 't  be  so  bad.  At  first  / 
decided  to  use  my  computer.  / tried— but  / (^uit.  With  bein^  able  to  chancje 
things  and  rewrite  so  easily,  / could  just  never  leave  anything  I had  written 
alone.  / wrote,  came  back  to  it,  reread  it,  and  rewrote  it.  That  isn't  what  I 
wanted  my journal  to  be.  Too  much  of  the  writing  / do  has  to  be  polished  and 
rewritten.  Besides,  my  teacher  said  not  to  worry  about  spelling  or  grammar 
or  punctuation.  The  important  thing  is  to  express  my  ideas.  So  what  do  / 
want  to  write  in  or  on?  A looseleaf binder  is  too  big  and  hard  to  carry  with 
me  all  the  time,  and  loose  sheets  of  writing  paper  in  a folder  might  be  hard 
to  keep  organized.  I'm  going  to  use  a small  coil-bound  notebook  and  my 
favourite  pen. 

2.  What  do  you  learn  from  this  journal  response  about  the  format  of  a journal? 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  57. 

Many  of  the  journal  entries  that  you  write  will  be  responses  to  texts.  For  example,  a 
journal  entry  may  ask  you  to  respond  to  a story  or  poem  you  have  read,  to  a speech 
you  have  heard,  or  to  a picture  you  have  viewed. 


Peter:  I’m  not  sure  1 understand.  Can  you  give  me  an  example? 

Ms.  Elias:  Suppose  you  were  asked  to  write  a response  to  the  picture  on  page  68 
in  Crossroads  8.  Study  the  picture.  Then  brainstorm  some  questions  about  the 
picture.  For  example,  do  1 like  the  picture?  Wliat  do  1 like  or  dislike  about  it? 
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Jamal:  How  does  the  picture  make  me  feel?  Why  does  it  make  me  feel  this  way? 

Nellen:  If  I could  talk  to  the  photographer,  what  would  I like  to  ask  or  comment  on? 

Ms.  Elias:  Good  questions!  Another  question  to  think  about  is  this:  Do  you  feel  a 
personal  connection  to  the  picture?  Now  write  a response  to  the  picture  using 
the  questions  from  your  brainstorming  as  a guide. 

Peter:  How  long  should  our  responses  be? 

Ms.  Elias:  There  is  no  set  length,  but  generally  you  should  write  a short  paragraph. 
Try  for  at  least  ten  sentences.  Go  beyond  simply  answering  the  questions  asked. 
Remember  that  a paragraph  links  ideas  together  using  transitions. 

Here  is  the  response  to  the  picture  that  Peter  wrote  in  his  journal: 


This  is  a picture  of  the  Arctic.  The  reason  I know  this  is  because  of  the  snowy 
landscape  and  the  inukshuk — the  stone  statue.  I learned  about  inukshuks 
last  summer  when  we  went  to  the  Northwest  Territories.  They  were 
traditionally  built  by  the  Inuit,  probably  as  landmarks. 

The  photo  is  a bit  strange  because  of  the  orangey  colour.  Usually  when  I 
think  of  the  Arctic  I picture  it  as  bright  white  with  a blue  sky.  The  colours 
and  the  shadows  in  this  picture  make  me  feel  lonely  and  empty.  Very  small 
and  insignificant.  I think  that  the  single  inukshuk  looking  across  the  empty 
land  adds  to  this  feeling. 

If  I had  a chance  to  talk  with  the  photographer,  I would  ask  what  kind  of 
camera  and  lens  were  used  to  get  this  image  and  colours.  Tm  interested  in 
photography.  Td  like  to  learn  more. 


Now  it’s  your  turn  to  try  your  hand  at  writing  a journal  entry.  Journal  Entry  lA  asks 
for  your  thoughts  about  English  Language  Arts  8.  Journal  Entry  IB  asks  you  to 
respond  to  a text. 


Journal  Entry  1A 


How  do  you  feel  about  starting  English  Language  Arts  8?  Write  a brief 
journal  entry  describing  your  feelings  about  getting  started  in  this  course. 
Remember  to  date  your  journal  entry.  Also,  label  your  journal  entry  with  the 
number  and  letter  in  the  tab  of  this  instruction  card.  The  number  represents 
the  module  number.  The  entries  are  labelled  in  alphabetical  order  (ABG) 
throughout  each  module. 
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Journal  Enivy  IB 


In  your  journal,  write  a response  to  the  picture  above.  Use  the  questions 
from  the  class  discussion  on  pages  54  and  55  to  help  you.  You  do  not  have 
to  answer  all  of  the  questions  suggested  by  Ms.  Elias  and  her  students.  Your 
journal  is  a place  to  express  your  own  ideas  and  opinions.  The  questions 
from  the  class  discussion  are  only  suggestions  to  get  you  started. 


Go  to  page  1 1 of  Assignment  Booklet  1 A and  respond  to 
question  3 of  Section  2. 


In  this  lesson  you've  reviewed  journal  writing. 
You've  also  learned  some  strategies  to  use  in 
your  journal  when  responding  to  a text. 
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Suggested  Responses 

1 . Compare  your  chart  with  the  following: 


Conversation 

Journal  Entry 

• spoken 

• written 

• not  usually  recorded — it  happens  and  it  is  gone, 
except  for  what  you  remember 

• recorded  in  written  form  for  rereading  and 
thinking  about  later 

• shared  with  others  (unless  you  are  talking  to 
yourself) 

• usually  private  but  may  be  shared  with  others 

• usually  spoken  in  a combination  of  phrases, 
fragments,  and  complete  sentences 

• often  written  in  complete  sentences  with  some 
phrases  and  fragments 

• moves  quickly  from  one  idea  to  another 

• may  move  from  one  idea  to  another  in  response 
to  new  information 

• promotes  thinking  and  learning  new  ideas 

• helps  you  think  about,  try  out,  and  learn  new 
ideas 

Did  you  come  up  with  other  similarities  or  differences  between  conversations  and  journal  entries? 
2.  Here  are  some  things  about  journal  format  you  may  have  learned  from  the  sample  journal  entry: 

• You  can  choose  to  handwrite  or  to  use  a computer  with  a word-processing  program. 

• You  can  write  your  journal  entries  on  any  kind  of  paper. 

• Journal  entries  are  dated  or  labelled  in  some  way. 

• You  should  have  a way  of  keeping  your  journal  entries  organized. 

• Your  journal  is  a place  where  spelling,  punctuation,  and  language  usage  are  not  marked. 

• You  can  choose  which  journal  entries  you  would  like  to  share. 

Did  you  learn  anything  else? 


Image  Credits 
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[ ((  Section  2 Conclusion 


In  this  section  you  examined  ways  of  expressing  your  ideas.  These  included  sharing  your  thoughts 
with  a group,  creating  a portfolio,  and  keeping  a journal. 

First,  you  thought  about  the  skills  you  use  when  you  work  in  groups.  You  learned  some  strategies 
that  you  can  use  to  help  you  become  a more  effective  group  member.  In  examining  group  roles, 
you  saw  how  certain  group  roles  can  keep  the  group  from  reaching  its  goals.  If  the  group  is  to  be 
effective,  every  person  in  the  group  must  be  an  active  participant.  Next,  you  discovered  how  to  create 
a portfolio — a collection  of  your  work  that  you  wish  to  share  with  others.  You  learned  about  RAFTS,  a 
strategy  that  you  can  use  to  come  up  with  ideas  for  your  portfolio.  Your  portfolio  will  be  a way  for  you 
to  express  yourself  creatively  using  a variety  of  techniques.  Finally,  you  explored  journal  writing.  You 
looked  at  how  to  use  your  journal  for  recording  and  exploring  your  personal  responses  to  the  texts  you 
encounter. 

The  next  time  you  are  part  of  a group,  practise  the  skills  and  strategies  that  you  examined  in  this 
section  for  working  effectively  with  others.  The  group  will  be  more  successful  and  you  will  have 
gained  experience  in  expressing  yourself.  If  you  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to  discuss  your  ideas 
with  others,  you  can  express  yourself  using  your  portfolio  or  your  journal.  Wliatever  means  you  use, 
you  should  be  better  prepared  for  the  challenge  of  expressing  yourself. 
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Section  5 


Seeking  Information 


You  have  just  been  assigned  a challenging  research  project.  You  have  some  information  on  the  topic, 
but  you  need  to  check  your  facts.  Or,  perhaps,  you  have  just  watched  a television  documentary  on 
elephants  and  you  want  to  find  out  more  about  these  fascinating  animals.  Where  do  you  go  to  find 
the  best  information? 

In  this  section  you  will  explore  a variety  of  resources  that  can  help  you  locate  the  information 
you  need,  whether  it  is  for  a research  project  or  for  your  own  interest.  You  will  also  examine  some 
strategies  you  can  use  to  determine  whether  the  resource  you  are  looking  at  is  reliable.  In  order  to 
apply  what  you  learn  about  seeking  information,  you  will  be  asked  to  research  a topic  of  your  choice. 
As  you  work  through  your  research  project,  you  will  discover  ways  to  focus  on  your  chosen  topic, 
gather  and  evaluate  information,  and  organize  your  information.  Finally,  you  will  put  it  all  together 
to  write  and  present  a short  research  report. 

When  you  have  completed  this  section,  you  should  be  able  to 

• select  the  most  appropriate  information  sources 

• choose  a plan  to  locate  and  gather  information 

• evaluate  sources  of  information 

• create  an  outline  to  organize  the  information  you  have  gathered 

• write  and  present  a research  report 
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Lesson  1 : Using  the  Library 


online:  electronic 
data  on  a computer 
network  or  the 
Internet 


periodicals: 
publications,  such 
as  magazines  or 
newspapers,  that 
are  published  at 
regular  intervals 


4^ 


Depending  on  where  you  live,  you  probably  have  access  to  a library.  It  may  be  a 
school  library  or  a community  library.  If  you  live  in  or  near  a larger  city,  you  might 
also  have  access  to  a research  library.  A library  is  one  of  the  most  useful  resources 
available  to  you  when  you  are  seeking  information. 

Although  all  libraries  do  not  look  the  same,  they  share  some  basic  characteristics. 
If  you  understand  how  libraries  are  organized  and  what  information  is  available 
online,  you  will  be  able  to  access  information  in  any  library.  When  you  visit  a 
library,  you  can  expect  to  find  materials  organized  into  the  following  sections: 

• fiction — may  be  subdivided  into  children’s  books,  young  adult  fiction,  and 
adult  fiction 

• non-fiction 

• reference — includes  periodicals  and  materials  that  usually  cannot  be  signed 
out,  such  as  encyclopedias  and  dictionaries 

To  learn  about  the  resources  found  in  the  library  and  the  procedures  involved 
in  retrieving  information  from  it,  read  “The  Library’’  on  pages  192  to  197  of  your 
English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

1 . How  do  libraries  generally  organize  the  following? 

a.  fiction 

b.  non-fiction  materials 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  63. 
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Using  the  Online  Catalogue 


Library  online  catalogues  are  easy  to  use.  They're 
designed  for  people  who  may  not  use  computers 
much.  You  just  answer  the  question  or  select  a 
choice  that  appears  on  the  screen,  and  the  computer 
will  lead  you  to  the  information.  If  you  have  a 
iroblem,  the  librarian  will  be  happy  to  help  you. 


Online  catalogues  list  materials  by  title,  author,  and  subject  or  key  word.  When  you 
enter  the  online  catalogue,  you  see  a menu  similar  to  the  following: 


LSteirao^ 


Select  an  index  search 
® Title 
O Author 
O Key  word 
Enter  a word  or  phrase 
When  you're  ready  to  search,  press  enter 


Suppose  you  want  to  borrow  the  hook  Anne  Frank  Remembered.  Search  the  online 
catalogue  by  title.  Enter  the  words  Anne  Frank  Remembered  in  the  space  provided. 
You  could  also  search  for  this  book  by  its  author  or  by  subject  or  key  word. 

Once  you  select  a title  search  and  type  in  the  title  of  the  book,  a computer  screen 
similar  to  the  one  that  follows  will  come  up. 


Section  3:  Seeking  Information 


61 


call  number:  a 

code  consisting 
of  numbers  and 
letters  placed  on 
library  materials 
and  used  in  library 
catalogues  to 
indicate  location 

copyright  date: 

the  year  that  the 
author  or  publisher 
registered 
ownership  of  the 
material 


A 

Anne  Frank  Remembered 

Gies,  Miep 

940.5315  GiA 

cl  997 

dJ 



▼ 

This  screen  gives  you  the  title,  the  author,  the  call  number,  and  the  copyright  date. 
Now  that  you  have  the  call  number  of  the  book,  you  can  go  to  the  shelf  and  find 
Anne  Frank  Remembered. 

2.  Describe  how  to  use  the  online  catalogue  to  locate  a book  about  snowboarding. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  63. 

Visit  a library  near  you  to  learn  what  services  it  offers  and  how  it  is  organized.  Or,  go 
online  to  tour  one  of  the  following  libraries  to  find  out  the  resources  it  offers: 

• University  of  Lethbridge 

http://staffweb.uleth.ca/lib/virtour/ 

• Keyano  College 

wAvw.keyano.ca/college_resources/library/htdocs/librarytour/index.htm 


Co  to  page  1 of  Assignment  Booklet  I B and  respond  to 
questions  1 and  2 of  Section  3. 


J 


In  this  lesson  you've  investigated  the  kinds  of  resources 
that  you  can  expect  to  find  in  your  library.  You've 
learned  how  library  materials  are  organized  and  how  to 
use  the  online  card  catalogue.  In  the  next  lesson  you  wi 
investigate  sources  of  information  outside  the  library. 
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Glossary 


call  number:  a code  consisting  of  numbers 
and  letters  placed  on  library  materials 
and  used  in  library  catalogues  to  indicate 
location 


online:  electronic  data  on  a computer  network 
or  the  Internet 


copyright  date:  the  year  that  the  author  or 
publisher  registered  ownership  of  the 
material 


periodicals:  publications,  such  as  magazines 
or  newspapers,  that  are  published  at 
regular  intervals 


Suggested  Responses 


1.  a.  Fiction  materials  are  generally  organized  alphabetically  according  to  the  author’s  last  name. 

b.  Non-fiction  materials  are  organized  numerically  according  to  the  Dewey  decimal  system  or 
the  Library  of  Congress  system,  depending  on  the  library.  These  two  systems  are  arranged 
according  to  the  subject. 

2.  Using  the  online  catalogue,  here  is  the  procedure  you  would  use  to  find  a book  on  snowboarding: 

• Choose  a subject  search  or  a keyword  search  in  the  online  catalogue. 

• Enter  the  term  snowboarding. 

• Read  the  entries  provided  and  write  down  the  call  numbers  of  the  ones  you  would  like  to  look  at. 

• Go  to  the  non-fiction  section  of  the  library  and  find  the  shelf  with  the  appropriate  call  number. 

• Locate  the  book.  Books  with  the  same  call  number  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  the  authors’ 
last  names. 

Remember,  if  you  need  help  in  locating  material,  ask  the  librarian  for  help.  Librarians  are  a valuable 
source  of  information! 

Image  Credits 

All  images  in  this  lesson  were  created  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  with  the  following  noted  exceptions: 
Page 
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Lesson  2:  Using  Other  Resources 


The  library  is  one  of  the  best  sources  of  information.  However,  it  is  not  the  only 
source  of  information  that  is  available  to  you. 

The  Internet 


One  of  the  most  useful  information  resources 
that  can  be  found  both  inside  and  outside  the 
library  is  the  Internet.  You  are  probably  aware  of 
the  huge  amount  of  information  that  is  available 
through  the  Internet.  But,  what  is  the  Internet? 


To  learn  about  this  resource,  read  the  section  titled  “The  Internet”  on  pages  197  to 
199  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

1 . Annette  wants  information  on  black  widow  spiders.  She  asks  you  for  help 
searching  the  Internet.  What  advice  can  you  give  her? 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  67. 

While  the  Internet  is  a source  of  a great  deal  of  information,  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  not  all  websites  have  reliable  information.  It  is  up  to  you  to  decide  if 
the  websites  you  visit  are  reliable.  Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

• Who  owns  the  website?  What  is  its  purpose?  To  inform?  To  persuade?  To  sell? 

• Who  is  the  author  of  this  information?  What  are  his  or  her  qualifications? 

• How  did  I find  this  site?  Was  it  hotlinked  to  a reliable  source? 

• How  up-to-date  is  this  information?  Is  the  information  updated  regularly? 

• Can  this  information  be  verified  by  another  source?  For  example,  can  it  be 
verified  by  a different  website?  By  a textbook?  By  an  encyclopedia? 

2.  Describe  two  things  you  can  do  to  determine  if  the  information  on  a particular 
website  is  reliable. 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  67. 
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Annette:  IVe  found  some  really  interesting  and  useful  websites  on  the  Internet. 

Ms.  Elias:  Not  all  websites  are  good  though.  The  Internet  is  like  a big  city.  It  has 
everything — good  and  bad.  You  have  to  watch  where  you’re  going.  Some  sites 
promote  racism  and  hatred;  others  are  pornographic. 


Mario:  Another  thing  to  watch  for  is  advertising  and 
promotions.  Some  websites  are  businesses  trying 
to  sell  you  something. 

Ms.  Elias:  Good  point!  Always  be  careful  about 
providing  personal  information,  such  as  your 
phone  number,  mailing  address,  or  e-mail  address. 

Using  the  Internet  can  be  rewarding,  fun,  and  safe.  Visit  the  following  website  to 
learn  about  staying  safe  online: 

http://wAvw.safeteens.com/ 

3.  With  a partner,  discuss  the  concerns  presented  by  the  website.  Is  the  advice 
useful?  If  so,  for  whom  and  why? 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  67. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

The  letters  com  in  a URL 
identify  a commercial 
website — one  that  is 
trying  to  sell  something. 


Resources  Outside  the  Library 


The  Internet  is  not  the  only  place  to  locate  information  outside  the  library.  Here  are 
some  other  resources  to  consider  when  you  are  seeking  information: 

• Radio  and  television.  Check  radio  or  TV  guides  for  programs  on  the  topic  you 
are  researching. 

• Newspapers  and  magazines.  Like  the  Internet,  newspapers  and  magazines 
can  be  found  both  inside  and  outside  the  library.  Magazine  articles  and 
newspapers  usually  provide  more  up-to-date  information  than  can  be  found 
in  books.  Many  magazines  and  daily  newspapers  are  also  available  online. 
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• Government  or  community  agencies.  Provincial  and  federal  governments 
usually  have  websites  or  toll-free  numbers  that  you  can  use  to  find  out  about 
their  programs  and  services.  For  example,  the  federal  government’s  toll-free 
number  is  1-800-OCANADA  (1-800-622-6232).  If  the  person  taking  your  call 
does  not  know  the  answer  to  your  question,  he  or  she  can  tell  you  how  to 
contact  someone  who  does. 

Statistics  Canada,  the  government  department  that  collects  information 
about  Canada  and  Canadians,  is  an  excellent  source  of  statistical  information. 
You  can  reach  Statistics  Canada  online  at  http://www.statcan.ca  or  toll  free  at 
1-800-263-1136. 


Local  organizations  such  as  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  can  provide 
you  with  information  in  areas  such  as 
tourism  or  population. 

• People  in  your  community.  People  in 
your  community,  such  as  elders,  are  an 
excellent  source  of  information.  You 
can  obtain  information  through  either 
formal  or  informal  interviews. 

4.  For  each  of  the  following  questions,  suggest  a possible  source  of  information 

other  than  the  library. 

a.  How  many  schools  are  there  in  my  school  division? 

b.  What  was  it  like  to  farm  with  horses? 

c.  How  much  does  it  cost  to  obtain  a Canadian  passport? 

d.  How  many  members  are  elected  to  the  Alberta  Legislature? 

e.  Where  can  I find  out  about  becoming  a veterinarian? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  67. 


Go  to  page  2 of  Assignment  Booklet  1 B and  respond  to 
question  3 of  Section  3. 


this  lesson  you  investigated  sources  of  information^ 

other  than  the  library.  These  include  the  Internet  and 
people  and  agencies  in  your  community.  In  the  next 
lesson  you  will  apply  what  you  have  learned  about 
seeking  information  to  a small  research  project. 
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Suggested  Responses 

1.  Here  are  some  suggestions  you  may  have  given  Annette  to  help  her  in  her  search: 

• Limit  your  topic.  What  exactly  do  you  want  to  know  about  black  widow  spiders?  What  do  they 
look  like?  Where  do  they  live?  The  more  you  can  narrow  your  topic,  the  better. 

• Use  an  Internet  directory  such  as  Yahooligans!  or  Yahoo!  Canada.  This  will  let  you  select  a 
subject  area  and  automatically  narrows  your  search. 

• Use  a search  engine.  When  you  enter  key  words,  for  example,  hald  eagle  and  habitat,  the  search 
engine  will  bring  up  sites  you  might  find  useful. 

2.  Things  you  can  do  to  determine  if  the  information  on  a website  is  reliable  include  the  following: 

• See  if  you  can  find  the  information  on  different  websites. 

• Check  the  source  of  the  information. 

• Find  out  who  is  the  author  or  owner  of  the  website. 

• Decide  if  the  author  or  organization  is  a reliable  source  of  information. 

• Check  the  date  of  the  site  to  determine  if  the  information  is  up  to  date. 

3.  There  are,  of  course,  no  right  or  wrong  answers  for  this  discussion.  Do  you  think  teens  need  safety 
guidelines  for  using  the  Internet?  Why  or  why  not?  Were  the  safety  suggestions  given  on  this 
website  reasonable?  Again,  why  or  why  not? 

Opinions  presented  in  a discussion  of  this  nature  are  personal.  You  should,  however,  be  able  to 
defend  your  ideas  using  reason.  In  other  words,  you  should  be  able  to  explain  “why  or  why  not.” 

4.  Following  are  possible  sources  of  information  for  the  questions  asked.  You  may  have  others. 

a.  local  school  division  office  or  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce 

b.  a pioneer  farmer,  perhaps  someone  from  a senior  citizens’  home 

c.  Passport  Office,  telephone  enquiries:  1-800-567-6868 

d.  The  Citizen’s  Guide  to  the  Alberta  Legislature  at  this  URL: 

http://www.assembly.ab.ca/pub/gdbook/index.htm 

e.  a veterinarian  or  a guidance  counsellor 
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Lesson  3;  Choosing  and  Researching  a Topic 


Research  reports  are  an  important  way  of  gathering  and  sharing  information  on 
specific  subjects.  For  the  researcher,  the  process  of  putting  together  a research 
report  can  be  an  interesting  and  rewarding  experience.  A research  project  can 
give  you  the  opportunity  to  explore  a subject  of  interest  to  you  and  to  share  your 
findings  with  a reader  or  listener.  In  this  lesson  you  will  choose  a topic  to  research 
and  then  examine  some  of  the  skills  used  in  gathering  information  for  research. 
Then  you  will  practise  these  skills  by  researching  your  chosen  topic. 


In  the  next  lesson  you  will  organize  the  information  that  you  have  gathered  and  use 
it  to  write  a short  research  report  of  four  to  five  paragraphs  in  length. 


Did  you  know  that  many  newspaper  articles  are  actually  research  reports?  Turn  to 
page  107  in  Crossroads  8 and  read  the  newspaper  article  “Iron  Trails  to  Adventure” 
by  Catherine  George.  As  you  read,  think  about  the  research  that  George  must  have 
done  before  she  wrote  the  article. 


1.  Where  do  you  think  Catherine  George  obtained  information  for  her  article? 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  75. 

Segment  2:  Parts  1 to  6 of  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD  offer  a great 
deal  of  help  in  creating  a research  report.  On  this  segment,  you  can  view  video  clips 
on  these  topics: 

• Focusing  Your  Topic.  Decide  on  a topic  that  interests  you. 

• Finding  Information.  Access  appropriate  sources. 

• Selecting  Information.  Collect  and  evaluate  information. 

• Organizing  Your  Information.  Put  together  the  pieces  of  your  report. 

• Presenting  Your  Report.  Decide  on  a format  for  presenting  to  your  audience. 

rhese  clips  will  give  you  hints  on  how  to  accomplish  your  goals  at  each  stage  of  a 
research  project. 
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Choosing  Your  Topic 

Before  you  can  begin  to  research  your  topic,  you  must  first  choose  a subject 
that  interests  you.  Where  do  writers  get  ideas?  For  answers  to  this  question,  read 
“Generating  Ideas”  on  pages  95  to  98  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 


Peter:  When  we’re  assigned  a research  project  in  school,  we  don’t  always  get  to 
choose  our  own  subjects. 

Mr.  Charmer:  That’s  true.  Often  your  teacher  will  assign  a general  category  and  then 
ask  students  to  choose  topics  within  that  category.  For  example,  if  the  general 
category  assigned  is  birds  of  prey,  a student  may  decide  to  research  bald  eagles 
as  a specific  topic  in  that  category.  Whether  you  select  your  own  subject  or  are 
assigned  one,  you  need  to  ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

• Can  I find  information  about  this  topic? 

• Is  my  topic  too  broad? 

• Am  I really  interested  in  this  topic? 

• Can  I make  it  interesting  for  my  readers? 

For  help  in  choosing  a topic,  go  to  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD  and 
view  Segment  2:  Part  1.  Watch  the  clip  as  many  times  as  you  like.  It  should  help  you 
ask  the  questions  that  will  lead  you  to  decide  on  a topic  that  interests  you. 

Finding  the  Right  Focus  for  Your  Topic 

Use  the  following  tips  to  help  you  focus  your  topic: 

• Explore  what  you  already  know  about  the  topic. 

• Listen  to  others’  ideas. 

• Ask  questions  about  the  topic. 

• Decide  what  particularly  interests  you  about  the  topic. 

• Record  your  ideas,  using  strategies  such  as  brainstorming  or  webbing. 

• Discuss  the  topic  with  friends  and  family. 

• Consider  if  information  is  readily  available. 

• Sometimes  you  will  get  ideas  by  reading  first. 
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When  you  have  come  up  with  a topic  that  you  want  to  research,  contact  your 
teacher  to  be  sure  that  the  topic  is  suitable.  Your  teacher  may  have  some 
suggestions  for  narrowing  your  topic  or  changing  it  in  some  way  before  you  begin 
your  research. 


If  you  are  still  having  trouble  coming  up  with  a topic  to  research,  choose  one  of 
the  following  ideas: 


• Write  a “how-to”  article  that  provides  detailed, 
accurate  instructions  on  how  to  build 
something,  make  something,  or  perform  some 
skilled  series  of  actions  such  as  those  required 
in  a sport.  Include  appropriate  illustrations  or 
diagrams. 

• Choose  a sport,  career,  animal,  or  some  other 
subject  that  you  are  particularly  interested 
in.  Write  a report  that  provides  detailed 
information  about  your  chosen  subject  and  is 
presented  in  an  interesting  fashion.  Include 
appropriate  illustrations,  charts,  or  diagrams. 


• Interview  an  interesting  person  in  your  community  or  family.  Then  write 
a report  based  on  your  interview.  You  should  prepare  a specific  list  of 
questions  to  ask  the  person  before  you  actually  conduct  the  interview. 

If  you  choose  this  option,  read  “The  Interview”  on  page  203  of  your 
English  Language  Arts  Handbook  before  you  do  the  interview. 
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2.  When  you  have  decided  on  what  topic  you  would  like  to  research,  and 

confirmed  it  with  your  teacher,  create  in  your  notebook  a chart  like  the  one  that 
follows.  Be  sure  to  allow  plenty  of  space  in  your  chart  for  your  answers. 


My  Topic: 

What  interests  me  about  this  topic? 

i 

What  do  1 already  know? 

r 

/ 

What  do  I want  to  find  out? 

/ 

Who  is  my  audience? 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  75. 

Locating  and  Collecting  Information 


Return  to  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD  and  click  on  Segment  2: 

Part  2.  This  clip  offers  suggestions  on  where  to  look  for  information. 

Were  you  surprised  by  all  the  sources  of  information  that  are  available  for  research 
reports?  Before  you  begin  collecting  information,  ask  yourself  these  questions: 

• What  is  my  purpose?Your  report  will  consist  of  the  information  you  have 
gathered  and  your  own  thoughts  about  the  topic.  You  want  to  show  your 
audience,  as  clearly  and  as  interestingly  as  possible,  what  you  have  learned. 
Look  for  information  that  will  help  you  achieve  this  purpose. 

• Who  is  my  audience?  Because  this  is  an  English  language  arts  assignment, 
your  main  audience  will  be  your  teacher.  There  are  times,  however,  when 
your  report  might  be  part  of  a class  project  or  a presentation  to  a club  or 
community  group.  Look  for  information  that  is  appropriate  for  your  audience. 

• What  do  I want  to  know?  Make  a list  of  five  or  six  questions  that  you  want  to 
answer  in  your  report.  You  can  add  or  change  questions  as  you  research  your 
topic.  Focus  on  the  main  information  about  your  topic. 
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Megan:  Can  you  give  me  an  example  of  the  kinds  of  questions  to  put  on  my  list? 


Ms.  Elias:  Sure.  Suppose  you  had  decided  to  research  police  dogs.  You  might  want 
to  answer  these  questions: 

• Why  are  most  police  dogs  German  shepherds? 

• How  are  dogs  selected  for  police  work? 

• What  kind  of  training  do  police  dogs  have? 

• Where  are  police  dogs  in  Alberta  trained? 

• What  sort  of  jobs  do  police  dogs  do? 

• Are  there  any  famous  police  dogs? 

Megan:  Oh,  I get  it.  The  questions  that  I want  answered  act  as  a guide  for  the  kind  of 
information  that  I want  to  collect. 

Ms.  Elias:  You’ve  got  it! 

3.  As  you  have  discovered,  you  can  find  information  in  many  places.  Where  will 
you  locate  information  on  the  topic  you  have  chosen  to  research? 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  75. 


Selecting  and  Evaluating  Information 

For  help  in  selecting  and  evaluating  the  information  you  find,  view  Segment  2: 
Parts  3 and  4 on  your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD.  Part  3 deals  with 
using  print  resources,  while  Part  4 looks  at  using  sources  from  the  Internet. 
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Taking  Notes 


! 

1 


I 

t 

i 


Taking  notes  as  you  do  your  research  is  a basic  part  of  any  research  report.  For 
some  helpful  strategies  on  taking  effective  notes  when  researching,  read  “Taking 
Notes”  on  pages  199  to  201  (up  to  “Summarizing”)  in  your  English  Language  Arts 
Handbook.  Pay  attention  to  the  sample  note  card  on  page  200.  Use  the  information 
from  these  pages  to  answer  the  following  questions. 

4.  a.  What  are  running  notes? 

b.  Why  is  it  important  to  use  your  own  writing  style  when  you  rewrite  your 
running  notes? 

5.  a.  Turn  to  page  1 13  in  Crossroads  8 and  reread  “Those  Adventurous 

Stampeders.”  Imagine  that  you  are  researching  a report  on  the  Klondike 
Gold  Rush  and  this  article  is  one  of  the  sources  you  have  found.  Select 
the  main  ideas  from  this  article  and  record  them  as  running  notes  in  your 
notebook.  Be  sure  your  running  notes  contain  all  the  important  ideas. 


1 

b.  Now  use  your  running  notes  to  write  a short  paragraph  on  this  topic. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  76. 
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Listing  Sources  of  Information 

You  will  be  asked  to  submit  your  list  of  resources  as  part  of  your  assignment.  For 
each  source  used,  write  the  following  information  at  the  top  of  each  note  card  or 
sheet  of  paper: 

• interview 

- the  name  of  the  person 

- the  date  of  the  interview 

• entry  from  an  encyclopedia 

- the  author’s  name  if  given 

- the  title  of  the  entry 

- the  title  of  the  encyclopedia 

- the  date  of  publication 

- the  page  number  of  the  entry 

• website 

- the  website  address 

- the  author’s  name  if  given 

- the  title 

- the  source  of  information 

- the  date  posted 

Doing  the  Research 

Now  it  is  time  to  actually  research  the  topic  that  you  have  selected  to  write  about. 
Look  for  a variety  of  information  sources.  Keep  in  mind  that  your  report  will  be 
short — three  or  four  paragraphs  in  length.  You  should,  however,  use  at  least  three 
resources.  Use  the  following  checklist  to  help  guide  your  research: 


• book 

- the  author’s  name 

- the  book’s  title 

- the  publisher 

- the  place  and  date  of  publication 

- the  call  number  (if  it  is  a library  book) 

- specific  page  numbers  if  applicable 

• article  from  a newspaper  or  magazine 

- the  writer’s  name 

- the  title  of  the  article 

- the  title  of  the  newspaper  or  magazine 

- the  date  of  publication 

- the  volume  and  number 

- the  page  number  of  the  article 


I have  chosen  my  topic. 

I have  thought  about  my  audience  and  my  purpose. 

I have  located  a variety  of  sources. 

I have  collected  and  evaluated  the  information  I need. 

I have  used  running  notes  to  summarize  the  information  1 find. 

I have  kept  a record  of  the  sources  of  information  I used. 

^ 

Go  to  page  3 of  Assignment  Booklet  1 B and  respond  to 

question  4 of  Section  3. 
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In  this  lesson  you  chose  a topic  to  research. 
You  were  given  some  strategies  for 
gathering  and  evaluating  the  information 
needed  for  your  research.  Then  you 
researched  your  chosen  topic.  In  the  next 
lesson  you  will  organize  the  information 
you've  collected  and  write  your  report. 


Suggested  Responses 

1.  Catherine  George  may  have  obtained  information  for  her  article  from  the 
Internet  and  the  library.  It  is  likely  that  she  also  visited  the  Klondike  and  rode 
the  train  she  writes  about.  As  well,  she  probably  interviewed  people  from  the 
WP&YR  line,  tourist  agencies,  and  museums  in  Skagway  and  the  Yukon.  She 
may  also  have  interviewed  a historian. 

2.  Answering  the  questions  in  your  chart  will  help  you  to  focus  on  a topic  that 
interests  you.  It  will  help  you  assess  what  you  already  know  about  the  topic  as 
well  as  provide  you  with  the  direction  you  want  your  research  to  take. 

Knowing  who  the  audience  for  your  report  will  be  helps  to  set  the  tone  of  your 
writing.  In  this  case,  your  audience  will  probably  be  your  teacher  or  classmates. 
What  if  your  audience  was  a grade  three  class?  Would  your  choice  of  language 
and  tone  be  different? 

3.  Depending  on  the  topic  you  have  chosen  to  research,  you  can  find  material 
from  the  following  sources: 

• a library 

• reference  books 

• periodicals 

• CD-ROMs 

• the  Internet 

• television 

• people  with  expertise  in  the  subject 

Try  to  use  a variety  of  sources  in  your  research.  For  example,  do  not  stop  at 
the  encyclopedia;  look  for  information  in  a book,  a newspaper  or  magazine, 
or  a website,  or  talk  to  an  expert. 
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4.  a.  Running  notes  are  a method  of  note-taking  used  when  researching.  When  you  use  running 

notes,  you  are  summarizing  information  by  writing  down  only  those  words  and  phrases 
that  give  the  main  ideas  and  important  details.  You  should  use  your  own  words  as  much  as 
possible.  By  using  your  own  words,  you  will  be  thinking — not  just  copying  the  information. 

Running  notes  are  also  called  jot  notes. 

b.  It  is  important  to  use  your  own  writing  style  when  you  rewrite  your  running  notes  in  order  to 
avoid  plagiarizing.  (Plagiarizing  is  copying  another  writer’s  words  without  acknowledging  your 
source.) 

5.  Compare  your  running  notes  and  paragraph  to  the  following  ones  by  an  English  Language  Arts  8 
student: 

a.  “Those  Adventurous  Stampeders”  from  “Iron  Trails  to  Adventure”  by  Catherine  George, 
Toronto:  The  Toronto  Star. 

- women,  an  important  part  of  Klondike  Gold  Rush 

- one  out  of  ten  Klondikers  were  women 

- risked  everything,  endured  hardships 

- examples  were  Belinda  Mulrooney,  a businesswoman  (sold  fabric  and  hot  water  bottles) 
and  Kathleen  “Klondike  Kate”  Rockwell,  a dancer 

b.  Women  played  an  important  part  in  the  Klondike  Gold  Rush.  One  out  of  ten  gold-seekers  were 
women.  These  women  endured  many  hardships.  They  even  risked  their  lives  in  their  quests  for 
fortune.  Two  examples  were  Belinda  Mulrooney  and  Kathleen  Rockwell.  Belinda  Mulrooney, 
who  started  out  selling  fabric  and  hot  water  bottles,  became  a successful  business  owner. 
Kathleen  Rockwell,  who  became  known  as  Klondike  Kate,  became  a famous  dancer. 
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Lesson  4:  Putting  It  All  Together 


You've  researched  your  topic.  It's  time  to 
organize  the  information  that  you  have 
collected  and  write  your  research  report. 


Organizing  Your  Information 


By  now  you  should  have  several  note  cards  with  information  that  answers  the 
questions  you  have  about  your  topic.  How  will  you  organize  this  information?  One 
way  to  organize  the  information  you  have  gathered  is  to  create  a web.  Another 
method  is  to  make  an  outline. 

To  review  webbing,  turn  to  page  97  in  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook.  To 
learn  more  about  outlines,  read  the  information  on  pages  99  to  103  of  your  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook. 


For  still  more  ideas  about  organizing  the  information  you  have  collected,  return  to 
your  English  Language  Arts  8 Multimedia  CD  and  click  on  Segment  2:  Part  5. 

Creating  an  Outline 


Mr.  Channer:  How  do  the  following  words  relate  to  each  other — boots,  footwear, 
runners,  cowboy  boots,  sandals,  and  hiking  boots? 

Jamal:  They’re  all  types  of  footwear. 
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Mr.  Channer:  That’s  right.  Footwear  is  a general  term  and  the  others  are  specific 
kinds  of  footwear.  You  could  organize  this  list  in  the  following  way: 

Footwear 

I.  boots 

A.  hiking  boots 

B.  cowboy  boots 

II.  sandals 

III.  runners 


Jamal:  You’ve  made  an  outline! 

Mr.  Channer:  Right  again!  It’s  a very  simple  outline,  but  it’s  still  an  outline. 

An  outline  is  basically  a list  that  shows  how  the  ideas  and  facts  you  have  collected 
are  related.  Usually,  an  outline  goes  from  general  ideas  to  more  specific. 


1 . Imagine  you  have  decided  to  write  a report  on  winter  sports  in  your  community. 
Your  note  cards  contain  the  following  topics: 


skiing 
skating 
ice  hockey 
team  sports 
curling 


individual  sports 
snowboarding 
cross-country  skiing 
snowmobiling 
downhill  skiing 


Arrange  these  ideas  into  a topic  outline  using  Roman  numerals  for  the  main 
topics  (I,  II,  III . . .),  capital  letters  for  the  subtopics  (A,  B,  C . . .),  and  Arabic 
numerals  (1,  2,  3 . . .)  for  subsections  of  subtopics.  Give  your  outline  a title. 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  83. 

Your  outline  is  meant  to  keep  your  information  organized  so  you  do  not  wander  off 
topic  or  forget  to  include  important  information.  Keep  in  mind,  though,  that  it  is 
okay  to  change  your  outline  as  your  report  develops. 

2.  Create  an  outline  to  organize  the  information  that  you  have  gathered  for  your 
report.  You  will  be  asked  to  submit  your  outline  as  part  of  your  assignment. 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  83. 
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draft:  the  stage 
j of  the  writing 
i process  in  which 
j you  turn  your 
ideas  and  plans 
into  sentences  and 
■ paragraphs 


Writing  Your  First  Draft 


The  next  step  in  developing  your  research  report  is  to  write  your  first  draft.  Use 
your  outline  to  guide  you  as  you  write  your  draft.  Develop  each  subtopic  into  a 
paragraph.  Use  the  supporting  details  from  your  outline  to  create  the  paragraph’s 
supporting  sentences.  At  this  stage,  the  important  thing  is  to  get  your  ideas  down. 
Your  sentences  do  not  have  to  be  exactly  right.  You  can  fix  them  later. 

For  helpful  advice  on  writing  your  first  draft,  read  the  article  entitled  “Writing”  on 
page  104  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

Writing  the  Basics 

There  are  three  basic  parts  to  a report: 

• The  introduction.  This  is  usually  a single  paragraph  that  tells  your  audience 
what  the  report  is  about.  It  should  have  a strong  lead  that  grabs  their 
attention. 

• The  body.  Each  paragraph  in  the  body  is  built  around  one  main  idea.  The 
number  of  paragraphs  will  be  determined  by  how  complex  your  report  is. 

• The  conclusion.  This  paragraph  sums  up  the  main  points  you  made  in  the 
body  of  your  report.  It  should  leave  the  audience  with  two  impressions:  The 
report  is  finished  and  the  subject  was  very  interesting. 

Read  “Unity  in  Paragraphs”  on  pages  104  to  105  of  your  English  Language  Arts 
Handbook  to  review  ways  of  organizing  paragraphs. 

3.  It  is  time  to  sit  down  and  write  the  first  draft  of  your  report.  Use  the  outline  that 

you  have  created  to  guide  you  as  you  write. 

For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  84. 
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Revising  and  Editing 


The  next  step  in  preparing  your 
research  report  is  that  of  revising  and 
editing.  When  you  revise  and  edit,  you 
are  fine-tuning  your  report.  At  this  step 
you  focus  on  improving  your  writing. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  revise  and  edit 
your  writing  is  to  have  someone  else 
read  your  work.  You  know  your  writing 
is  good  if  someone  else  reads  and 
understands  it. 

A writing  partner  can  look  at  your 
writing  from  a different  point  of 
view  and  give  you  suggestions  for 
improving  your  work. 

Following  are  some  tips  for  working 
effectively  with  a writing  partner: 


When  Your  Draft  Is  When  You  Discuss  a 

Discussed  Classmate’s  Draft 


Tell  your  writing  partner  any 
concerns  or  questions  you  have 
about  your  writing. 

Do  not  be  defensive. 

Listen  carefully.  Take  notes. 

Ask  questions  if  you  do  not 
understand  a comment. 

Think  carefully  about  your  partner’s 
comments.  Remember,  your  partner 
is  making  suggestions;  you  do  not 
have  to  change  anything  you  do  not 
want  to  change. 

Show  your  appreciation  for  the  help. 


• Listen  carefully  as  your  writing 
partner  reads  his  or  her  draft. 

• Start  by  pointing  out  what  you  like. 

• Make  your  comments  as  specific  as 
possible. 

• Use  respectful  language  that  will  not 
hurt  your  writing  partner’s  feelings. 

• Make  sure  your  comments  are  helpful 
rather  than  simply  critical.  Explain 
why  you  are  making  them.  Use  a 
positive  tone,  for  example,  “Did  you 
consider ...?’’  “How  do  you  think  you 
might ...?’’  “Are  you  happy  with  ...?’’ 

• Never  tell  the  writer  what  to  do. 
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Revising 


At  the  revising  stage  of  the  writing  process,  your  goal  is  to  refine  the  content  and 
organization  of  your  writing.  You  will  want  to  make  the  connections  between  ideas 
clearer,  improve  wording,  add  important  details,  and  take  out  unnecessary  ones. 


coherence:  the 
arrangement  of 
ideas  in  a clear 
order  so  that  one 
idea  moves  easily 
and  smoothly  to 
the  next 

unity:  keeping 
the  ideas  in  a 
composition 
connected  to  the 
topic 


When  all  the  ideas  in  a piece  of 
writing  are  clearly  connected  and  are 
joined  in  a logical  order,  your  writing 
will  have  coherence  and  unity. 


Refer  to  “Revising”  on  pages  109  to  1 1 1 of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook 
for  more  information  about  revising  your  report.  These  pages  explain  how  you 
can  achieve  coherence  in  your  writing  by  using  transitional  devices.  For  help  in 
achieving  unity  in  your  writing,  find  unity  in  the  index  of  your  English  Language 
Arts  Handbook  and  go  to  the  pages  given.  Pay  special  attention  to  the  “Revision 
Checklist”  on  page  111. 


4.  a.  With  the  help  of  a writing  partner,  revise  your  report.  Your  writing  partner 
should  be  someone  who  will  take  the  time  to  do  a thorough  job  and  give 
you  helpful  feedback.  Have  your  partner  read  your  draft  to  see  if  you  have 
presented  the  information  clearly  and  effectively. 


transitional 
devices:  words 
or  phrases  that 
link  sentences 
and  paragraphs 
together 


b.  Once  you  have  discussed  the  suggestions  for  revisions  with  your  partner, 
make  your  revisions. 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  84. 


Editing 


After  your  revision  is  complete,  it  is  time  to  edit  your  work  for  matters  of 
correctness.  Look  for  errors  in  spelling,  grammar,  punctuation,  and  capitalization. 
Read  page  1 12  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  to  find  out  more  about 
editing  and  proofreading.  Pay  special  attention  to  the  editing  checklist. 


5.  Edit  your  report  for  errors  in  spelling,  grammar,  punctuation,  and 

capitalization.  Use  the  “Editing  Checklist”  on  page  112  of  your  English  Language 
Arts  Handbook  to  help  you  with  your  editing. 


For  helpful  comments,  refer  to  page  84. 

You  have  now  revised  and  edited  your  report.  You  will  be  asked  to  submit  this  rough 
draft  of  your  report  as  part  of  your  assignment. 
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Presenting  Your  Report 

You  are  ready  for  the  last  step  in  your  research  project.  You  have  revised  and  edited 
your  draft;  all  that  remains  is  to  make  a polished  copy  to  submit  for  assessment. 

Refer  to  “Publishing”  on  page  1 13  of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for 
guidelines  as  to  what  your  polished  copy  should  look  like. 


For  this  assignment  you  are  asked  to  present  your  report 
in  a written  format.  On  other  occasions  you  may  be  asked 
to  make  an  oral  presentation.  For  interesting  suggestions 
on  presenting  research,  return  to  your  English  Language 
Arts  8 Multimedia  CD  and  view  Segment  2:  Part  6. 


f— 

— ^ 

Go  to  page  4 of  Assignment  Booklet  1 B and  respond  to 

questions  5 and  6 of  Section  3. 

— ^ 

In  this  lesson  you  organized  the  information 
you  collected  by  creating  an  outline.  You 
wrote  the  first  draft  of  your  research  report. 
Next  you  revised,  edited,  and  polished  your 
report.  Then  you  presented  your  report  as 
part  of  your  assignment  for  this  section. 
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Glossary 


coherence:  the  arrangement  of  ideas  in  a clear 
order  so  that  one  idea  moves  easily  and 
smoothly  to  the  next 

draft:  the  stage  of  the  writing  process  in 
which  you  turn  your  ideas  and  plans  into 
sentences  and  paragraphs 

Suggested  Responses 

1.  Your  outline  should  look  like  this: 

Winter  Sports  in  My  Community 

L Team  Sports 

A.  Ice  hockey 

B.  Curling 

11.  Individual  Sports 

A.  Skating 

B.  Snowboarding 

C.  Snowmobiling 

D.  Skiing 

1.  Downhill  skiing 

2.  Cross-country  skiing 

2.  Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  your  outline  is  effective: 


transitional  devices:  words  or  phrases  that  link 
sentences  and  paragraphs  together 

unity:  keeping  the  ideas  in  a composition 
connected  to  the  topic 


Did  I look  for  ways  to  form  both  large  (main  topics)  and  small  (subtopics)  topic  groups? 

Did  I organize  topics  in  an  order  that  makes  sense? 

Did  I follow  the  outline  format  given  in  the  examples? 

Remember,  you  will  be  asked  to  submit  your  outline  as  part  of  your  assignment. 


Section  3:  Seeking  Information 


83 


3.  Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  your  paragraphs  are  effective: 


Each  paragraph  contains  one  main  idea  that  relates  directly  to  the  main  idea  of  my  report. 

Every  paragraph  contains  a topic  sentence  that  explains  the  main  point  of  the  paragraph. 

Each  sentence  within  a paragraph  relates  to  the  topic  sentence. 

Remember,  you  will  be  asked  to  submit  your  rough  draft  as  part  of  your  assignment. 

4.  a.  and  b.  If  your  writing  partner  has  questions  about  the  information  in  your  report,  you  may  need 

to  explain  things  more  carefully,  add  details,  or  improve  coherence.  Be  sure  you  understand 
why  the  changes  need  to  be  made;  use  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  complete 
explanations. 

5.  Did  you  find  the  editing  checklist  helpful?  Get  in  the  habit  of  referring  to  your  English  Language 
Arts  Handbook  and  a dictionary  when  you  are  editing.  If  you  use  a computer  and  word-processing 
program,  use  the  features  available  (such  as  the  spell  checker)  to  help  you. 
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[ ((section  3 Conclusion 


In  this  section  you  explored  a variety  of  sources  of 
information.  You  were  given  some  strategies  for  using 
these  resources.  As  well,  you  had  the  opportunity  to 
practise  your  “information-seeking”  skills. 

First,  you  looked  at  how  libraries  are  organized  and  the 
services  they  offer.  Then  you  examined  ways  to  search  for 
a specific  piece  of  information  on  the  Internet.  As  well, 
you  received  some  tips  for  evaluating  the  reliability  of  a 
website.  Next  you  learned  about  resources  outside  the 
library,  such  as  people  in  your  community,  government 
departments,  and  radio  and  television.  In  the  last  two 
lessons,  you  were  able  to  apply  what  you  learned  in 
Lessons  1 and  2 by  researching  a topic  of  your  choice.  You 
focused  on  your  chosen  topic,  collected  and  evaluated 
information,  and  organized  your  information  using  an 
outline.  Then  you  put  it  all  together  to  write  a research 
report. 

Knowing  where  to  look  for  information  is  a valuable  skill 
for  any  individual.  Whether  you  are  doing  a research 
assignment  for  school  or  seeking  information  for  your 
own  interests,  your  research  will  be  more  effective  if  you 
are  aware  of  the  most  appropriate  information  sources. 
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[(Module  Summary 


In  this  module  you  focused  on  preparing  yourself  for  what  lies  ahead  in  English  Language  Arts  8. 

As  you  worked  through  the  lessons  in  this  module,  you 

• familiarized  yourself  with  the  format  of  the  course  and  the  resources  you  will  use 

• thought  about  your  communication  skills 

• set  some  goals  for  yourself  for  the  course 

• examined  skills  and  strategies  that  will  help  you  work  effectively  with  others 

• explored  portfolios  and  journal  writing 

• learned  ways  to  access  and  evaluate  information 

• developed  your  research  skills 

Your  rocket  ship  may  never  crash-land  on  an  uninhabited  planet,  and  you  may  never  have  to  come  up 
with  a plan  to  ensure  your  survival.  You  should,  however,  be  aware  that  assessing  your  situation  and 
planning  your  approach  will  help  you  to  meet  any  challenges.  Now  that  you  have  considered  the  skills 
and  materials  that  are  available  to  you,  you  can  plan  your  approach  to  English  Language  Arts  8.  You 
are  ready  to  meet  the  challenge! 


— 

^ 

Co  to  page  8 of  Assignment  Booklet  1 B and  complete  the 

Final  Module  Assignment. 

— 

J 

86  English  Language  Arts  8:  Module 


Audio  CD  1 


• Track  1:  Spelling  Dictation 

• Track  2:  You  Have  Two  Voices 

• Track  3:  The  Invisible  One 

• Track  4:  Mouth  Full  of  Crow’s  Eggs 

• Track  5:  The  Tell-Tale  Heart 

• Track  6:  Why  the  People  Have  Many  Languages;  Why  the  Vulture  Is  Bald 


• Track  1:  Hear  Every  Word 

• Track  2:  The  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade 

• Track  3:  The  Winner 

• Track  4:  The  Elders  Are  Watching 

• Track  5:  Save  the  Moon  for  Kerdy  Dickus 

• Track  6:  The  Base  Stealer 


Multimedia  CD 


• Segment  1:  Brainstorming 

• Segment  2:  Part  1 — Focusing  Your  Topic 

• Segment  2:  Part  2 — Finding  Information 

• Segment  2:  Part  3 — Selecting  Information  from  Print  Resources 

• Segment  2:  Part  4 — Selecting  Information  from  the  Internet 

• Segment  2:  Part  5 — Organizing  Your  Information 

• Segment  2:  Part  6 — Presenting  Your  Report 

• Segment  3:  Parts  of  Speech 

• Segment  4:  Getting  Ideas 

• Segment  5:  Exploring  Language 

• Segment  6:  Part  1 — Creating  a Heritage  Minute 

• Segment  6:  Part  2 — Evaluating  the  Project 
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